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Tranflated out of Cravotaw in 
Latine, into Englifh Verfe: 


ByLeonarp DicceEs, Gent. 
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HIS MVCH HO 
NNOVRED VERTVOVS.SISTER; 


theLady PaitmeEr, wifeto, Sir ANT HOT 
Ny PatMeER, Knight ofthe Bath: 


Her Brother Zz. D.-wifheth increafe of alll 
true Felicitie, &c. 

-Y deare Sifter, the 
rE CNR Ric] Dedication of this 
Poeme can belong 
| to none more fitly, 
then to your felfe; 
{ince ( next vnder 
God) your care of 
-mee-in.a defperate 
 fickneffe, made me 
liueto finifhic. It isa Tranflation, and there- 
fore farre fhort of the Original, .the rather 
becaufe mine:)A Workenot{o pleating for 
Ladies (being in it felfe lofty, and harfh inthe 
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The Epiftle Dedicatorie. | 
"«anflation.) It was intended to you, asa 
Patterne for a pieceof Needle-work (I knew 
you were about; ) forwhich purpofe, I per- 
' {wade my {elfe, no Poetical! Authour will 
with more variety furnifh you,then Claudian : 
hovefoeuer hee or T faile, yet this firftlabour 
may feeme as.an earnelt-penny of my afecti- 
on, and totell you, thar all true happineffe - 
in this life, ‘and eternall-in thenext, is witht 
vnto you : ‘ 





. By your Brother and friend, 


obliged ener to ferucyon, 
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To the READER... 


(, Entle Reader, I prefent to thy view the three firft 


a 


STK, 


& 


‘books of Claudian’,deraptu Proferping in Exg- 

lib Verfe: a work (how pleafing it may proue, I 
know not ) fince of my Authour, Scaliger fayth , he was 
mnateria ignobiliore oppreflus, but addidit de ingenio 
quantum defuit materi, which wit, the Tranflators 
harfbneffe of file may (haply ) hane dimsifhed. The: 
Reader will finde many faults ; one 1 willingly here pre- 
nent, which is, that Ceres 7s defer tbed in the fir/t booke 
tobe drawne by fixe Dragons , contrary to all Pocts, that 
allow her but two : This and fome few other errors Lime: 
pute vatothe haftinefve of the Prejfe , which the ingenious 
Reader will pardon, efpecially of the maine worke giue that 
light(that I hope for) tothe Original. 


Farewell. 


L-D. 
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THE RAPE OF 


PIVOSER PINE, 
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The Hittoricall Senfe or meaning 
of the Storie. 


Hen men for their finnes,like other crea- 
; ' tures, were forced to ordinary foode : 
the bread which they ate of (as Eufe- 
_biusand Suidas mention) was of Acornes : and 
Plutarke writes, that after the Flooditwas of 
the jame. Atthattime , Siculus reigned King 
of Sicilie, who/e wife ( ined Ceres) 4 womsan 
of a fi oubir apprehenfion ( to triea Conclufion) 
tooke fome of the wilde Wheate, which groweth — 
naturally fo in that Country, and [owed [eedes of 
the fame, and was carefull to till them ; thefe in 
their due time produced of that Graine in great 
abundance , which hee caufed to bee moulded in- 
to a paste, and ( ( finding the [wectnelfe of it) fi De 
fowed more and more, tll {he attained to the per- 


fection 
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t2025, till /uch time as Wheate became the eenerall 
nouri{ber of all men. . | 
The commoditie the Sicilians reaped hereby, 
and the multitudes of {uch as applyed them/elues 
to Tillage , were the caufes of the diuifons of - 
lands( touching which, Ceres made -[undry Lawes ) 
fome-of which remaine enen at this day swith vs: 
and for this caufe the blinde Gentiles adored 
her as agoddelfe, aed confecrated that I land of 
Sicilie unto her, as to the inuentreffe of Har- 
weft. : 
__Ithappened that this Ceres had a daughter, 
_sAlled Proferpina; who, for her exceeding beau- 
lie was affected by Orion King of Epirus and 
the Moloflians, and by him flolne awayin the 
abjence of her Mother Ceres: who when [hee 
returned , and found that her daughter was thus 
_ gone ( ignorant of the Rauifher ) went ranging 
* Up and downe the world to finde her , and in her 
progreffe hee fowed all the Fields with Wheate 
as {bee went, till fuch time as fbee found Orion 
Our. 
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The Naturall Senfe. 

Thts Story caue matter to Poets, to faine, that 
Pluto ffole away Proferpinia from Sicilia , inher 
mothers abjence (whe mifsing ber at her returne) 
fought ber thorow the world, till [be had found her 
with two blaxing lights : and knowing that fhee 
was in hell with Pluto, requefted of lupiter, that 
fhe might remaine with her one halfe of the yeere 
cvpon Earth, and the other with her Husband 
Pluto. 
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The Naturall Senfe of the 
Storie. 








T) Y the perfon of Ceres is fignified Tillage. 
B By Proferpine , the feedes which are 

fowed , by Pluto, the earth thatreceiues 
them. 

By the diligence that Ceres vied in fearch- 
ing her daughter, is fhewne the care that Huf- 
band-men ought to haue in the tilling and © 
fowing their grounds, and reaping of their 
Haruelt. | 

By the fixe Moneths that Proferpine remai- 
ned in Hell,are vnderftood, the fixe,in wae 
the 




































The Allegoricall Senfe. 
the feedeis vnder ground, before the earés ap- 
care; and by. theother fixe that thee is with 
rer Mother, is fer downe, when the corne is 
ripe, andin pofleflion of the Husbandman. 
By the blazing lights, with which Ceres 
{cekes her daughter,is meant the vigilancie of 
the Husbandman in prouiding for the in- 
creafeof his harueft. 
By thelights themfelues;are fignifiedthe 
inftruments of Husbandry, withour which 


the Corne could hardly bereaped: 
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The Allegoricall Senfe. 


Oates and his {uddaine re[olution of mar 
ring and warring againft gods, ts noted, 
the nature and difpofitiow of the infolent rich: 
man, who blinded with ealeand plenty , defireth 
immoderately all that his Concupifcenceleades him 
unto. : : 
By the Deftinies that (Prine to diuert Plato 
from his purpofe ,is fzene-the force of heanenly. 
power aboue humane, ; 






Mereuries, 
















~The Allegoricall Senfe, 

Mereurie’s,being (ent AmbalJador to Tupiter, 
declares how neceffarie it is that perfons of a liue- 
ly capacitie and mature indgement,.be [ent to take 
cup ftrife andiarves betwixt Princes. 

By lupiters decree to giue Proferpine for 
wifé to Pluto, is /hewne the Diuine Prouidence, 
that difpofeth better of things for vs, then we our 

felues can wifb. 

By Proferpine left alone in ber mothers abfence 
ather worke , noted the good education of Chil- 
dren, to which mothers are bound, that are honeft 
and carefull. 

By Ceres leauing her alone, and Pluto's 
_frealing her away, is put (as an example) ; That 
Mothers ought not to be fo careleffe of their chil- 

dren, as to expofe them to fo great ahazard of 
their honours. 

By Venus Executionerelfe of loues will, and 
Diana and Pallas her Companions, is fignified : 
that loue is adiuine connexion and bond,ordained 
from God , if the proceeding in the fame. bee with 
funplicity and purenelfe of meaning. 
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The Argumentof the Firfk Booke. 

Pluto earagad would marry,threatens warre 
‘Gainfblupiter, the Fates preuent their iarre: : 
Swift Mercury,Ambaffador is fext 
To beanm,toitelithegods of thisenent. 
loue, Certs daughter dothrcfolueto cine 
His brothev and. the meanes doth thus contrines 
whiltCetes abfent is in Phrygia, 
Venus weuit eee abread Proferpina : 
Downe lbedefcends the Virgina chaste to fee, . 
Diana, Pallas, deare ber companie. 
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Af Y \ottie Mufe is full, and bids me fing * 

' | The robbery of Hell's infernallking, 
Grimme Pluto, and the Carre of Temarws, > 
That whilome with portentions ominous 

And giddie hurtie, through the blafted ayre, 
Prefag d the Rape of Proferpine the fayre, 

Joues daugoter, and the marti ges enent: 

Profaner eares be you from hence éxempt. *- th? 
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2 The Rape of PROSERPINE. 

















And now the furie of a Spirit Divine, ! 
Expell’s all humane feare from this of mine: 
“pollo breathes inme, Phebus infpires 

My braine, my quill with his moft facred fires. 
Now, now (me thinkes) I ona fuddaine fee, 
The Shrine of each immortall deitie, 


Shake in it’s quiring feate (vnus'd to moue )- 


And the Coeleftiall rayes (that from aboue 
Difperfe their glim’ring light) forerunners are, 
Of Plsto's iourny and {ad Ceres care. 


‘The noyfe (that in the earth's deepe wombe doth found) 
Theare, and Athens Temple fo renownd, 
For herKing Cecrops painfully doth grone, 


(Doubling {brill Eccho’s to the Cities monex) 


And Ceres lou'd Elea/is tapers blaze 


With flaring lights which to the skiesthey raife: 
Triptolem's {nakes their bloudie crefts aloft 
Vpftretch, and with confufed murmur foft, 
Glide their {pot-painted bodies here and there, 


At which Spe&ators treble; themfelues feare: 


They hiffe, and with ftrange accent to my Verfe 
Haften the Tragicke.fong that I rehearfe.. 

The three-folde Hecate appear’s in ight 

And lazy Bacchus(madding) doth affright 

The eyes of-mortals with his thiv'ring lance 


Of wreathed Vines, and in.a drunken. dance 


(Loading his Temples with an ‘Yuie crowne, 
Whofe weight keepes his ynweldy body downe) 


Anitsto his necke a Parthian Tyger’s pawes, vei 


And skinne(that from his fhoulder downehe drawes) 


rg 


‘You gods (on whom Axerxas wandring foules, 


And multitudes of wights blacke Styx enroules) 3 
; ! | Attend, 
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The Rapeof PROSER PINE. 


Attend, and fich as of their worldly crimes, 
In burning Phlegeton bewaile the times, 

You gods, you fathers, fhew; declare tome. 
The fecrets of earths vafte concauity ; 

Your gouernments reveale, and myfteries 
Ofall thofe great and powerfull deities, 

Tell me, fince Loue fo lowe would neuer bend 

His fhafts, what fire could P/vto thus incend # 

As fnatching off from earth this Proferpine, 

He makes her his eternall Concubine : 

Yet comforts her (that in the Tyravts pow’, 
Laments) by giuing Lethe for her dow’. - 

Tell me, did Ceres her griewd mother know 

Before, what fhould fucceed ? or ifnot fo; ’ 

When fhe was loft, in her diftracted minde, 
Where could the hopeher Proferpineto finde? _ 
That(longing for good newes){hee makes a vowe, » 
Thebarren earth with faireft wheate to fowe. 

Long fince, the difmall Prince of Erebus - 
(Through wrath and fury growne outragious) | 
To fee that he (a. god) and young, alone, - I 
Muft leadea folitary life in mone, - i. 
Wanting a mate,that dayesymoneths, yeeres retire i. 
And paffe (regardleffe of his quenchleffe fire) N 
Impatient of delaies and full of tarre, -- 

He fummons all the fupreme gods to warre;_ i- 
Difdaining they aboue fhould note his want, a 
Of happy marriage to beignorant. : : 
Redde lips, faire eyes, fweet lookes ,foft cherifhing « 
Confus:d embraces, limbes proportioning, 
Totheir proportion all ftrange delight, . 


Two foulescombin'din one, which make one white : 
: | ea Like - 
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‘Like yuie(twining) yuorie necke, thatone, 


Tne a as gly a, OG RM se le. Bs Ree ere & Ter sentra. ian: sae 


The Rape of PRO SERPINE: 




































One bedy, which one common breath alone, 
Giues life vnto: this one, and-yernot one 
For (louers) each hath a Companion =. 


Sotwo, whenas two bodies ftriuing moue. A 
In Capads lifts (made one by mutuall loue.) 


Thefetwo, that one and allas motiuesare, 

Egging fterne P/uto to ambitious warre: 

The name of father, and proud hope of fonnes, 
(Each) a fore-runner of new firife becomes ; 
Forth-with the Monfters of infernall deepe, 
Ranke out theirfquadrons, and good order keepe. 
The vgly Fiends coniurd by P/stos wroth, 
‘Gaintthigheft Jnpzter take folemne oath; 


And menacing the gods in fad array 


‘Of battell, hels blacke banners they difplay. 
Before heauens walls, and difcord firft appeares 
(Claddeallinruth: ) in-armes of fteele fhe beares 
The portrait of hername, and nextto her - 
Imperious Famine rageth, and bafefeare » 
(Plac't asa Scout,orasa Runnagate, 

Againft the foe to annoy them, cankred hate, 
Defpairefull forrow, raflinefle out of breath 
March laft (led in the rere by conqu’ring death. 
-Gainft thundring Jone , the pallid Furies three 
Combinethemfelues, and bold T#/phane 


‘That’bout her head thofe curled Snakes doth twine 
“With {pinie fit, that of combuftions pine 


A fire-brand brandifheth, whofe boading light 


Compaflion moues, and megar lookes aftright 


Ot her, the fad beholder : gins to found 


: (round, 
Throughallthe Campe, and -mongftthe rae 
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The Rape of PROSERPINE. 
A foft retreat (at whofe well-knowne voyce) 
The pale fac’t Monftets couch, and huth their noyfe. 
The Elements, whofe equall qualities 
For many an Age in peace could {impathize, b 
Scarce now containe, but into'difcordturne, I 
And faine to their olde Chaos would returne: 
Proud Titans off-{pring hope atlengthtofee —, 
Their gyues knockt-off, and former libertie: 
That (breaking vp hels dung’ons) once againe, 
Punifh they may the Author of their fhame. 
Pluto, Acgcons facie now can pleafe, il 
That long hath layne cubb’d vp in little eafe, | 
And lofing ftraight the Gyants hundred hands, 
(Arm’d to obey the threatning Gods commands) 
He mutters vp his feu’nteene brothers more 
Vnto a fecond Combate (for before 
They plotted had “gainft heau’n) and now they long 

Jones thunder to retort the gods among. 

*  — -VVhen foone the rev’rend Deftinies that fee 
Sterne waires approach, and hels infantery 
Range into battaile, with {tout puiffance, - 

And fearefull march ’gainft heauens gates aduance : 
So many horrid fiends that likely were 

To put the gods, and all Zones hoaft in feare: 

And (doubting left the terror of this fight, 3 
The Orbes Celeftiall endanger might) i" 
Eu'n in-the heate and danger-ofthe rowt a 
They gently tread, and pace the Campe throughout 
And prouidently thusthemfelues intrude 7 
With modeft threats; to tame the multitude: 

Then proftrate fore the valiant General, 


With bended knees and humble lookes they falls 
C 
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The Rupeof PROSER PINE. 
(Spreading their aged Cheekes.and frontes fenere, 
With dangling trefles of their {nowie haire. is 2 
Their hands they ioyne, thofe hands that fpun the thred, 
Of many liuing, many thoufans dead ;. | 
Thofe hands they ioyne,to. whofe high foueraign ty, 

The World, and all things.breathing Vaflals be: 

Firlt, Leche/is, the eldeft.ofthe three, % 

And moft auftere, dinides. in modeftie 

The hoary threds, which (for fhe naftie keepes}. sic) et 
Vacombd, they thwart and hide her wrinkled cheekes = 
Inher owne name, and fifters both, the greets : 
Blacke Pluto, and to ‘mitigate his. threats th woolte 
‘Gainft Jone, firft weepes: then wiping her fad eyes, 
With fainting voice the to-him gently cries, 

And thus begins. Thon mighty king (faith fhe) 
Great Ruler of our vafte obfeuritie, > 

Thou (to whofe facred indgement) the leaft wight 

‘That groanes in darkeneffe, and hels horrid night 
Isfubie& ; thou, whom loyall Fates haue feru'd 

So long and from thy precepts nevier {werwd, 

With web and fpindlé; thouthat firft giuft breath: 

To all things liuing, thou, whom lifeand death, 

Equally waite on; thou, to whom the fage 

Fleet time, what mines he in euery age as 
Collects, doth giue s-and vnto thee the flate- * 

Of prefent things doth likewife confeerate : 

Andlaftly thou, by whom, the Soules condeinn'd: 
Haue fecond being, torture without end. 3 

Seeke not(great Prince) to haue thine honor aind: 

(By breach of facred lawes wee firkt ordain’ :) 

Caufe thy robuftioustroopes retire, and ceafe 

Pincenfe them further’ gain high heauens peace . 


| Defitt: 
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The Rape of PROSERPINE. 

Defift from hoftile armes (impietie ) 

Of making brother gods'thine enemy ; 

But if thou needs wilt venter, be no more 

A pow’r Diuine, .butfome wilde fauage Bore: 

Muft Gyant race enioy afecond light, 

And once,againe outbraue in Martiall fight 

Thyvnconquer.d gods? .Fye Pvto: do notthus 

Attempt a Warre-fo facrilegious, » 9; .5. 05° 

And headlong caft-thy Maieftie; forbeare; 

(If Marri'ge be the caufe; orif thoufeare, |, 

Left Jove deny thee iflue) mildly proue 

Great Jupiter : firftlevhim heare thy love). 

Pluto heares Lachefis sandthough his rage... sit 

Were fuch, as her faire fpeech could {carce aflwage; 

“Yet when the loftieloue ftrooke god; might fee, 

The Sifters both.to her foftprayers agree ; . 

The bloud that rifeth in each blacke {wolne vaine, 

‘He tempereth: the Furies ftraight proclaime 

His alter'd purpofe, ew'ry Fiend that droopes Athi 

To fee this change, they lath; and force hels troopes 

Retire, thus was this fatall enterprife,. dod 

Difmift; and P/#to calm'd-by Deftinies. 

So bluftring Boress (when with roaring guft, 

And whirle-windearm’d) he firft doth lay the duff, 

Then with a fuddaine and tempeftuous blaft, 

(Enrag’d Jhe faine ypon earth's face would caft; 

Thicke formes of hayle eu'n atthe inftant,-when 

With full {wolne cheekes he breakes his loathed denne, 

And ({cowring the vafte Seas ) would caufe their flouds _ 

Arife (to drowne the fields and:neighb ring woods :) 

Eu'nthen the milder Aco/us reftraines | 

His force, andkeepes him ferter'diin ftrong chaines. 
C2 Pluie 
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TheRapeof PRO SERPINE. 
Plato commands that fubtill azercury? 9 oe 


Jones fonne (being fumimon'dto appeare fron high} 
Approach his prefence, and from thence be fent ! 1211 
To tell the gods his Vneles difcontent: > Lwog? 
The winged meflenger without délay 


(Swifter then thought through the cullayre makes way, 


~- And with his colonrd hat, and charming rode 1 


Forth-with appeares before thinfetnall gods 8 Iq/o0F. 
Who, in the:darkef Vault ofall, fate (plac’t’ 

Vpon a blacke rude throne’: ) fo meanly grac’r 

VVith fcepter courfe's only his vilageftout, 2° ~ 
The horrour ofthis Maieftiefer out?! 0 my. 

Ouer his headhangs vp a'difthall’Clowdy 4 216 
Which ferues for cloth of fate, aid iow aloud: - 
"Twixt rage and gtiefe hé groans,and faine would fpeak, 
When, at fir accent of hisiworde (chat Breaker) 20 | 
Through hearers eares) at their firlt lideous found 


Theroyallpalace and'moyft chatiberstound > | | 


_ Allthake againes! and atthe fearefall nota! > 


The triple Porterftopshis howling throats 
The three fad rivers atth’vnifnallvyee® 2! 2002 917 
Afirighted ftand; and ftop their nivent’ring noife, 0) 
Allhell was filent ; buttheirking exceeds; 2% | 
And to his yelling Embaflieproceéds. 91 
Joues high-borne brood, Cyleniaw Merchrie 26. © 
Olde dilas Nephew; common deity 9/18) 20 2 geinc’) 
To heauen and’hell: thou; that haft paflapefiee! 2210 | 
Through both the Poles, and equall liberty’; F 
Thou, that of all the gods both high and low, 
‘The myfteries and fitiicomerce doftknows! 9 02) 217 > 
Fly hence, with ipeed y wing curthrough the winde; bu 
To thy vngtatefull Sire thus Speake ourminde, | 
ae VVhar 
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The Rape of PROSERPINE. 
Whatrighthaft thou, or what prioritie, 
(Cruel {t of all thy brothers) ouer me? 
Say, Fortune blind with an vaequallhand, 
(Tome denying) gaue thee heau'ns command ? 
Yet are thefe temples honour'd with a crowne, 
As well as thine, nor can thy pride beate downe | 
Our glory ; though we want the light, thou fhale | 
Perceiue our ftrength, when I thy walls aflaule : | 
Think ft thou the Cyc/op’s hand y-worke Lfeare ; 
Or thofe vaine claps that mocke the yeelding ayre ? 
Cait downe thy darts of thunder, let them ftrike 
Affrighted mortals, we are farre-valike, 
Tofuch; Know, /upiter,[keepe my vowe, 
And to reuenge my griefes, am fure (though flowe). 
VVas’t not enough ? I thenrepined not 
At Fates, that firftco my accurfed lot. 
Gaue this third kingdome, and deprived quite, » 
(Though fatisfied) I neuer fought for light: 
Nor witht bright Phabus might defcend fo farre : 
As my fad palace,or the morning ftarre 
Lighten thefevaults;; when vnto thee the feau’n, 
(That make Charles-waynetwinklein {fpangled heau'n). 
And millions more thy glorious ftate adorne : » 
Poore I, that all in darkneffe fit forlorne 
(Difcomfortably mournfull) no glad fight » | 
Enioy, but wafte in a perpetnall night, i, 
VVhere are no coniforts to the eye or care, 5 
Nothing but noyfe, and notes of ghaftly feare, | 
For what harmonious muficke hath hellsking 2 (fing: | 
Where ghoftskeep howlingtime, whilft {criech-owles | 
Yerthouthat fee’ me bare of all relicfe, 
(The more to. aggravate my fullen griefe) 
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TheRape of PROSERPINE: 





At Pluto's withes, when his Concubines , 
Are numberlefle; the Sea-god happier is, by 
(Though lefle in powerthen I) and hath more bliffe, | 


‘That when the raging billowes he allayes, 
Faire Amphitrite with her Neptune playes 
_And he (intangled in her foft embrace) 


Forgets the vfe of his three-forked mace. 
When thou in midft of Tytans fcourging heate, 


‘With labour of thy thunder-claps doftfweate 
‘To coole the partchtearth, with moift drops of raine, 


And (weary of thy toyle turn’ft backe againe) 


Inceftuous Zune fits in longing flare” 
“VVith open lap her Lord to recreate : 


Latona, Ceres, Thensis : (each of which 


Sufficient were) but all of thefe, enrich ° 


‘Thee, with the name of father, and thy feate st 


“Keepe fill with hopefull fueceflors repleate: 


Thus thou, in luftfull ryot ( varying) 
Liu ftat thine eafe, whil ft] (thy brother king) 


Jn darkeft dungeon (like aflane) am-voyde ded, 
Of thofe delights, with which thou moft art cloide. 1 


And thus my prime of youth doth fade, and pride 


Of iflue,failes; (by wanting alovd Bride) 

But come reuenge, awake dull patience, 
(Suffice long pardon for fo iuft offence). 9 > 
By all che thades of night, by allthe Ghofts: >» 


That houer ore blacke Styx, by alithe hofts 


OF dreadfull horror, mifchiefe vengeance dire, : 


Af Jupiter denie this laft defire ; ! 
The walls of Tartarus fhall open wide IY 
(Thorough whofe breach) the fonles that there abide 

; , Con- 








































The Rape of PROSERPINE. 


(Condemn’d to endleffe ruth) fhall fally out, 
And haft thy downfall with confufed rowt : 


(Mongft whom) old saturae once againe fhall free 


The golden age from her captiuitie. 

(This fayd) the Tyrant ceaft, and to his ire 
Gaue refpit. Mercury (like nimble fire) 
Meane while afcends vp to the higheft Spheare, 
Andtells his meflage to. great Zupzter. 

The god, vnto this vnexpetted newes 

Gaue ftriét attention, and forth-with gins mufe: | 
In his divine breft, what would be th’euent 

Of fuch a martf ge, who would be content - 
(Of all the goddefles) to lofe the light 

In lieu fhe may be queene of lafting night, ' 
And (like a ludge revoluing many a doubt, 


Atlength refolird) his fentencethus breakes out, 


‘One only child the goddefle Ceres had - 


One daughter, which doth make her mother glad: 


Eor though Lacima bleft her with no more, 

Yet is fhe happy in this firft(he bore. — 

This ferues for many; and the want {upplies, - 
That fecond birth her barren wombe denies. - 
This (as her deareft darling and delight) | 

She often hugges, ftill tends, and from her fight ° 
She neuer let’s her part; fo Heifer young 

Or firft yeeres Calfe, (that other beafts among 
Scarce preffeth the foft graffe with wanton tread, 


Nor horned Moones, yet peepe from curled head : ) 
The lowing Damme (that it by chance doth mifle) 


(Finding)doth gine it many a licking kaifle. 
The Virgin faire was growne now ripe and neare 
To Hymens sites, a chafte and fhamedaft tcare 
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The Rape of PRO SERPINE. 


Breeds in her breft new flames : now the defires. 
(One while) to marrie ; then againe loues fires 
Defpitefully fhe quencheth ; thus, her mind 
Eu'n in a moment, makes her curft and kinde ; 
Toloue, and notto like; which myfterie — 

Is caus d by feare, that beares the maftery 

Ouer her will (her will that oft doth call. 

Her paffions vp) but feare ftraight layes them all : 
Now ftore of futers throng and each ‘gins ply 
Old Ceres; for her daughter (cunningly) 

Two great Competitors, with equall ftrife 
‘Contend, to haue the louely Mayd to wife : 
Mars with his fhield, Apel with his bowe 

And thatts, their greatnefles alike both fhewe. 
Both offer'a round earneft for their louess 
Yetneithers fuite the yellow Ceres moues 


Nor though proud Jano and Laterxa too 


Speake for theirfonnes and (fenerally woo) 
VVould fhe confent : but (asa mother kind | 
In her owne thoughts) and with fond paffion blind: © 
(Vnwitting future rape).her.too tao deare, 
She fought to hide from thofe fhe leaft might feare. 
And thus. (defcending from Olympus high, 
With her faire Proferpme) both fecretly 
Acfruirfull Sezc#/e arriue; andthere, — 
The carefull mother:in a iealous feare, 
‘Viewes the rich Ifland, and the Sea that round 
Doth ring-like compaffe, and its fertile ground, 
aan th’ vnknowing goddefle ftraight conceives 
The place for purpofe fitting, and fo leaues 
Her daughter to it’s charge :thus neither fhe, 
Nor it, forefawe thenfuiug prodigie. | 

° | Scicile 
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Sicilia once the Continent did touch, 

And made a part of /taly, till, fuch 

Was the Seas rage, and Nerews {welling pride, 

As did the firme land feuer and diuide: 

He with his fubtill art, and puiflance ftout 

The confines broke, and cut thofe mountaines our, 

Which, to the litele land did there remaine, 

Contiguous were ; now (parted from the maine) 

He bathes them with his waues, yet men may fee 

“Twixt both the Lands a knowne affinitie. 

The Promontories that are feene from farre, 

Pachinas high, and Lilibeum are | 

On which the waues that (brauing play) let flee 

Their force, and make continuall batterie : 

Pachinus {hewes vnto th Jonian Sea 

His lofty head; the top of Lylibe 

Lookes to the Lzbzaz Coaft,from whence(in vaine) 

The waues driues through his armes,which(as a reine 

And bridle ferue t'abate and curbe their pride 

And roating noyfe;)when Thetis to abide 

Difdaineth there, and from the Thufcane fhore, 

Her waues vpon Pelorus beate much more. 

Thefe Promontorzes three, at firft the Ile 

(Sicilia now) Trinacria did file : 

In midft of which Acta of old renowne 

(For burning rockes) fo high his flaming crowne 

Lifts ; that the Promontories (which before 

Did Gyants feeme) like Dwarfes his height adore: 

Actna, true witnefle of Briarews 

His folly, and. of bold Exceladus 

The Tombe and bonefire; where, he liues in death, 

And {pits forth fire with brimftone-pois'ning breath: 
D } 
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The Rape of PROSERPINE. ~ 


‘The Mountaines load, there, keeps him prifoner faft, 
That when the weighty burden off to caft | 
He (groaning) ftriues, and to his vemoft ftraines 
To quit his rebell necke ftom yoke and paines : 

The poore Inhabitants he maketh feare 

(By often thaking) left fome Earth-quake there 
Should roote the Ifland vp, and fo, hertowrs, 

And walles, the violence of Seas deuonss: 

This Mountaines top, is only tothe eye 
Of mortals fubie&; fo youmay defcrie 
Thefmoke and flames , but neuerhath it yet 
Been trampled on by any humane feet =": 

With ftately Groues and Trees, the lower part 

Is deckt, that ne're were planted there by Arts 

The vpper, commonly with mifty fogge’ =’ 
Staines the Sun-beams, and dayes cleere light doth clog 

With pitchy Clouds, which (lafting vntill nighey ©" 

Afcend the Firmament:, and dayes cleerelighr ” 

Conuert to darkneffe ; ftill the flames increafe’ 

Is nourifht (though the mountaines felfe decreafe. 5: 

In midft of boiling heate, the fnow doth fall) 2°. 

Vponthe top, and neuvermeles.atalls 00) 

It fhowes vpon the Mountaine, and that heate 

Which burneth there (albeit ne’re fo great) . 

The {now it ne’re offends, whofe inward cold | 

Condenfeth it, and ifdiffolue fome thould, - 

(By reafon of hot vapors-that arife) 

Yet moft vpon the top congealed is, 

Or neuer lower falls ; but that which breeds - 

The greateft admiration, and-exceeds. 

All common wonder, is the noyfe within 

The hollow Cliftes, that doth never liane 
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The Rape of PROSERPINE. 


It’s raging, whether caufed by the wind, 
That ftopt in Actzas bowels faine would find ” 
A paflage out, and cannot, till it breake 
With fpeedy motion through fome open creake 
Of the torne rockes, till when, ic rumbles there ; 
Or elfé the greedy Sea, whofe. armes doe teare 
The Mountaines bofome, and the brackith waues 
Mingling with fires in thofe hot fulfrous caues 
‘Within, and wanting meanesto fally thence, | 
Adde matter to the broiling violence i 
And noyfe; vnacertaine whether of the twaine if 
Itis, but one may be the reafon plaine. i. 

 Diuineft Ceres now moft confident ‘if 
-OF the fure Ifland (to whofe charge fhe lent is 
And left her deareft pledge) without all feare 
Or leaft{ufpicion of her dangerneere, 
To Phrigia pofteth, and amaine doth hie i. 
To her tows foundreffe mother Cybele. i 
By fixe fierce Dragons.,that (taile wheeling round i 
With writhed limbes)her chariot lift from ground, l 
She carri’d is, and fnatcht into the ayre, i 

. From whence her {peedy flight(they {wift) prepare, 
And, breaking through the clouds, that giue them way, i 
Them leaue behind ; and(pofting) lead away 
‘With giddy gallop, the free raines they beare 
Vpontheir lofty crefts (bemoiftned were 
‘With foamie froth) which on their golden fcales 
They caft, and doubly fpottheir winged failes:: 
One while the middle Region they diuide, 

And foare aloft; then fuddainly they flide 
Downe to the earth, and flacking of their flight, 
The Chariots golden wheeles they couer (white) 

D 2 
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The Rape of PRO SERPINE. 


With hoarie duft ; their Miftris (as fhe goes) © 
Her bountie cafts, and plenteoufly beftowes 
O're all the fields: the very traGt and path 
(Made by her wheeles) fufficient plentie hath 
Of rip'ned eares;-which(as fhe paffeth on): . 
Cloath all the fields and wayes they run vpon: 
VVith golden habit. Thus behind her quite 
Actua {he leaues, and th'Tfland out of fight, 
Till ooking backe with her prefaging cies, 
And moiffned cheekes) the palace fhe efpies 
VVhere fhe herdaughter leftsthen with freth teares. 
She doubles her prognofticating feares 

(As donbtfull of the fatall accident) 

And thus the bard mifhap would faine preuent 

(By courting the faire land) Deareft Earth, 

Bleft Soyle (faith fhe) farweil: my firft,laft birth, 

I leaue vnto thy charge ; looke well to her, 

Be thou her guardian fafe,fince:I preferre 

Thee before other places : as thy care 

Shall {peed, the mindfull Ceres-will not {pare 

For thy reward : be fure of this before,. 

The cruell-Spade fhall neuer. wound thee more; 
Nor rugged Clowne (when he thy fields will fowe) 
Shall once,with crooked tooth of deluing plow, | 
Teare vp thy fruitfull entrailes ; thou fhalt make? 
Glad husbandmen to wonder; and forfake: 

The vie of :toyling Oxen,and fharpe Goad, 
VVhen(of their owne accord)thy fields thall load 
Their Barnes; and (for thy feafonable fruit) : 
Their ftore-houfe, neighb.ring lands (hall thee falute. 
This faid, her Dragons-hafte,and the arriues: « 
Vpon Mount /da, where Cybele lines; 
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The Rapeof PROSERPINE. 
Her Temple, there, with marble ftatueftands, 

(That worfhiptis by many vprear'd hands, 

Couer'd with thickeft boughes of blazing Pine) 

That feldome {ubie& isto frormes or winde : 

The furious Ayre doth feldome lath, or beate 

This confecrated Tree to goddefle great; 

But (gently whifting mongft the leaues) it beares. 
And formes foft inuficke to the hearers eares : 

VVithin the Temple, nought but dancing is 

To Bacchus, and confufed melodies 

Of men, that(with their howling conforts round 

Of fqueaking Pipes and rufticke Tabors found) 

Shake /das top; the holy {hrines within - 

The Temple groane (mou'd with the noyfe and dinne:) 
Atfight of Ceres all growes hufht and ftill, 

The balling Quire, the Drumme and Trumpets fhrill 
Defift ; the Corybantes ceafe to waue : 
Their glitt'ring blades, the Lions fierce and braue: 

Are tamed, and their gentleneffe is fuch, 

As they their fhaggy maines to euery touch » 

Submit ; the longing Ceres enters in, - 

And by the mother of the gods within 

She welcom’d is, thatat firftentring place 

Bowes downe her Towr's to do the goddefle grace. - 
Jone from his {upreme throne of maieftie 

This paflage viewes, and his moft fri decree 

To Venus low'd reueales, to thee, I will, 

(Saith he) 6 Cytherea fhew my will 

And heauenly pleafure: know, kam refolu’d « 

That my firme purpofe long agoe reuolu'd 

In hidden thoughts, doe now it felfe declare, 

Be now fulfill'd, that Ceres daughter faire | 
i).3 Be 


° pel Nasr _——— 
















































































The Rape ofPROSERPINE. - 
Be giuen to hels blacke king; for Deftinies 
Do fo command, and Themus prophecies 
Haue thus foretold ; the time inuites to this, 
Her careleffe mother farre off wandring is; 





Goe then, and to Sicilia take thy flight, 


That (when bright So/, the mournful robe of night 


Difplayes, and clads the fields in gorgeous ray) 
‘Entice thou maift the mayd, to. {port and play 
In Floras walkess, that (when thy-skill is tri d, 


Pluto may feyze vpon his louely Bride: 


“Vnfitting ‘twere (fince all the gods, andme 


‘Thou burn’ft) the lowerkingdomes fhould be free. 
No, no; let fell Eryumis feele thy flame, 
And Acheron aclnowledge the great name 


Of Venus; fhe gaue eare, and (hauing heard, - 


Her fathers mind) to iourney ftraight prepar ds 
Pallas and the (that with the horne-bent bowe, 


Arcadian Manalus pity both goe 
fi 


(Together) with their {ifter, for fo Zone 
‘Commanded had; they-our.of filiall loue 
Their Sire obey, and (taking folemne leaue 


Ofallthe gods) them oftheir fight bereaue. 


Looke how a Comet(feldome{eene).appeares 
To vulgareyes, and. filsmen with ftrange feares: 
‘When(ftreaming o’re the world with blondy light) 


It boades vnto the peoples gazing fight. 
| Some rareeuent : (as death of Monarke great, 
‘Or rage of ficknes{prung from Dog-dayes heate :}) 


That, to the trernbling Mariner (athand) 

Threatens huge ftormes, plagues, faminetotheland; 

So fhew'dthe ayry tracke thistroope,diuine th 

Had made (amazing with it’s gleriousfhine.). . | 
Ac 
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The Rape of PROSER PINE. 


Atlength, they Ceres palace had efpy'd 
And glorious luft’re of it's top defcride, 
And pinacles; that (as they neerer:drew) 
The goodly frame they might atleifure view : 

(A wondrous worke) ereéted firtt of all 

By the blacke lab’ring Cyclop’s ; the high wall 

Of hard and ftrongeft Thracran Ir'n was made, 
The maflypofts that faftain'd and ftard 

The weightie building vp,of ftecle: and wrought » 
‘The reft waz,with the Metall thither brought 

By thofe induftrious Chalybes ; who found 

The firft vfe of it vnderneath the ground. 

Neuer was great Pyracmon bufied more, 

Or toyling sterops {weate fo much before, | 
As (bout this curious worke:) neuer (cill then) if 
So (puffing, breathleffe) alcans iourny-men 
Knocke on their batter’d Atmules fparkling fteele, » 
(Held by the crooked biting tongs) that feele 
Their hammers loade : never was huger flame 
Rais'd from the weary Fornace, then that fame 
Which, from the foftned mafle of metall thence 
Arofe; nor bellowes, with more violence : 1 
Breath'd.on the burning Forge. Behold you might - it 
From far, the gates (fhining with yu'ry) white, I 
The top and battlements that outwardly 
Appear 'd, with filuer and blacke Ebonie 
Checkt'd ; the follid beames the roofe vphold 
-VVithin, of brafie; and pillars of pure gold?» 
~ Here louely Proferpime, with melting tone, 

Sat, to her dying honour (allalone) 
YVarbling a fwan-like farewell : for, fhe meant 


VVith worke in hand, and needle,to prefent 
7 Vnte 





ea Se SS 










































ee ie ae ~ 
a ee PS 

















The Rape of PR@SERPINE. 
Vnto her Mother (whom fhe longsto-fee 
And itill expeéts) her painefull induftrie ) 2 
Drawne out in curious fampler; and fo thought, 

(In vaine) to framearobe of it (being wrought:): > 
"There fhe her fathers'kingdome firft begam #9 


In lively colours to paint out; and than 





Foure Elements (each in their order plac’t) 


With cunning hand the flourifhe; and fo grac'e. | 
The patterne with her skill; you couldnotknowsisv-ote | 7 
Whether the fire were burning there orno: «> % 
Somewhat beneath (in region cleere and faire) 

She figur'd had the:freth and liuely:aire, 

And next,the water, wherefhe often:makes.. 

A period to her handy-worke;-andtakes. 

Freth filke tothred her needle, forthe here. -. 

Had much adoeto make the Sea appeare »: 

Inall his formes; the waues fhe tothedife 4.) . 
Defcribes, ane fet out their tumulevous ftrifes4) 

The waters were with purple: wrought, thefhore. .. 


‘With Emeralds and Pearlesallfhadowd ore; ‘ 


Behold you might.the fedge and greenifh weed) 43:4", 
Flote from the Rockes (as if they'there-did breed . 5) 
Wherethe had plac’t them) with fuch Art conceid, 
That warie Pilots well might. be deceiu'd | 

In viewing them ; then forth a different skeine 

Offilke fhe forts, andfreth to worke agaiise! :),. 

Begins, thofe fands, the brackifh waters dtinkes. « 

Thofe fands , fo like; thatlookers.on would thinke. 
They heard the Seas hoarfe murmure : lat ofall, 
‘To tlrearth fhe comes, yet (for th originall. 
‘Was buta dull piece; and grofle element) } , 
Leffe labourin defcribing that fhe {pent: | 
: ? ‘ Only 
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The Rape of PROSERPINE. 
Only fome greene and yellow would beftow 
Vpon the fields and flowr’s that inthem grow: 
And (for variety) amongft the reft, 
That of Narci//us {tory fhe exprett 
Where (oppofite) the new transformed Rofe, 
_ The thorne-prick’t goddefie loue to Adon fhowes. 
(Thefe Elements thus finifht to her mind) 

Fiue diffrent Zones, each ina fewrall kinde 

And quality fhe notes, a crimfon thred 

The middle woue (flaming all fiery redde 
Inhabitable) on both fides of that 

She plac’t the other two, more temperate : 

The two moft cold(as needleffe to be drawne) 
She prettily thus figur’d in the Lawne 

Wherein fhe work'c ; (a {pace there left) and fo ; 
The Samplers white alone expreft their fnow. i 
Next to her Vacles palace fhe defcends, 3 
(Proportioning his Furies, Fates and Fiendss 
But here fhe ftopp't : for (looking on her worke, 
As iffome ominouseuent did lurke , 
Vnder thefe difmall Pi@ures) from her eyes il 
Teares (forming pearles) dropt on the Deftinies: | 
And (weary of that fad taske) fhe began 

To fort new colours to the Ocean; , 
VVhofe Cryftall winding ftreames, fhe there drew out 
Vpon the vemoft border of her clowt. 
Butfuddainely the hinges of her dore, . 

With creaking noyfe were turn’d, and her before 
T he goddeffes the {pies, fo all in-hafte 
Th’imperfe& worke and robe fhee from her caft; 
With maiden bluth and fearefull modeftie, 
Vpon her filuer checkes a skarlet dye 
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The Rape of PROSERPINE. 


She fpraddes vnlike to.this, the Lydian Dame 
With Tyrzaz purple {pots her yu'rie frame ; 
Now Phebus diu'd into the'weft, and night 
With lazie Carre, and dulneffe doth inuite - 
The world to refts whil'fk Pluto warn'd by Zone 
His tourney plot's,and conqueft of his love. 
And loe, th'vnfeene Commandrefle, fecretly, 
Of fearefull wagon;'to her axletree, .., 

The harneft thongs, and coupled horfes ties | 
Horfes,that, on the filth.and feumme which rife’ 
From bottome of Cocytus, feede : that graze 

In fields of Erebus andhels blackelaies, 
When (drunke with Zethé) vp into the world: 
Oblinion from their frotliy.mouthesis hurl'd. 
Orphnaus ((haking his viruly head) » 

And Aethon. ({wiftas flight)-together tread 

And (trampling in th’iiférnall enttie) béare. 

Each fire ftrucke flint from it's vapaued feate: 
Nicteus, with his ftaring maing the bef ) 

Of Stygiax brood, with braue Alastor drefk. o 
And ready harneft; both togethex land. > | 
And (rear‘d. on eri)’ Alectos fkere command, ) >> 
With {cornefull neighing miocke: (full of'difdaine) 
The cole black foure, fcarcely themfelues containe 
Within hell gates (madde). on their mafters prize 
VvVhich he expedts, vpon the monties yprife. 





Finis Libré Primi. 
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The Argument of the Second Booke. 


Proferpina /u/pec#le(e of her woes 

with Venus, Pallas, avd Diana goes 

To (tna, on whofe skirts the morning howr’ s 

They pendyand crosone their temples with his flowr's: 
Pluto his prey ny 7s 3 the goddelfes 

Pallas asd Dian, followe to release 3 

Their Sister: loue his clowdie fonne defends, 

That with oud trinmph downe to hell defcends. 


SaaS LSA OCCA SA STALL TAL TATA ALTA SICA GA 


[_) Y this, the fable vaile ofnight, from farre 
B Vafprad; and Phebus inhis golden Carre, 
Prickes onthe fiery Steeds, that force their way 

And make new breach thorow th Joxian Sea, 
| Whilftday yet mask’ in night) his flaring beames, 
Play with the waues, and mocke the blue gods fireames, 
About this morne peepe moment, the loft mayd 
Loft, for fhe now by Venus was betrayd, 3 
(Vaimindfull of her mothers tri@ command) 
For who can ftri@er Deftinies with:ftand ? 

| E 2 Boldly 
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The Rape of PRO SERPINE. 


Boldly awakes, forgets all feare or doubt, 
And to the dewy fields fhe fallies outs 



































-Qut went fhe, but no fooner tripped o’re 


The humble threfhold, when her creaking dore, 
VVith turned hinge thrice fqueak’t; asif it meant 
To warne her from the defperate attempt. 
Thrice it prefag’d, thrice/guilty of her fate) 

The neighbouring Aetza groan d: but ah, too late ! 
For headlong will of woman, now, in her, 
Rebellion nourifhed ’gainft tufter feare. 

Out went fhe, and with her the fifters three, 

Thofe goddeffes, that bore her companie 5 

Firft iocund Venus huge’d with her deceit, 
Glad, that the houre for which the long did wait 
Drewneere; but gladdeftthat her pow’ rfull skill 
Could draw the pow’ts infernall to ber will. 

The dimooth-comb’d locks,that(on her golden head 
She weares) part (like two skeines) and asin thread 
Intangled, fome crumples vp : fo fhee 3 
Some longer wore, fome crifprand curled bee 5 

Ina rich purple mantle was the clad, 

O’re which, a belt (her fweating husband had 
Fram’d in his Forge) fhe caft, which keptuton, 
Buckled ther'to with a rich Orient {tone : 

Next /enas march’t. Licews beautious queene > 

She (whom th’ Areadian Swaines full oft haue feene 
Fell their wilde Bores ; and fhe) whofe ftately lance 
Pandions Towr's protects, who doth aduance | 
The Cities Trophies: this, inftrite and iarre 
Beftirres her felfe(beft pleas’d with bloudy wares. 
The other (a bold huntreffe) louesto fright - at 
The wildeft beafts thattremble.at her fig ht. 
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The Rape of Pro SERPINE. 


Caru'd on a golden Helmet, Pal/zs bore 
Huge Typhons picture, (whom the long before 
Slew in owes quarrell : ) Typhons vpper part 

Is dead, the lower liuing ; fo in part to 
He liues, part dyes, that monftrous bulke of his, 
Halfe man, halfe ferpent, vpward, down-ward is: 
In herrighthanda migity {peare fhe wields, 

That tow'rs vp to the sky, no wood that yeelds- 

A tree fo tall; and in herleft hand, grac't 

With dazling thield was vgly Gorgon plac’t, 
Crown'd with a head of fnakes , whofevifage grim 
Andkilling looke, the with a vaile keepes in. 
Dian appeares in a more mild afpea, 

More louely, and in euery refpea 

So like her brother, that each filuer ray, 
(Vpon her glorious head) fhin’d it by day) 
Were Phebus {elfe: whofe light , whofe eminence. 
She bore (Sex only breeding difference} | 

Fler azure plumpe vein'd armes difcouered bare, 
And careleffe lockes playd with the gentle aire.. 
Th'vnbended bowe now gaue her finewes reff, 
And at her backe the thafts in quiver reft : 

A fhortloofe garment that fhe (fafined) weares 
With double girt , {carce from her knee appeares s, 
On whofe light ground (vnmatched to behold): 
The wandring Dets floats in feas of gold:: 
With thefe,the ioy of Ceres, her deere child . 
But foone,  neere griefe, keepes equall pace in field; 
Equall in limbes and honour, and might feeme 
Either of both; for every one would deeme 
He faw a goddefle, and would thinke her fo, 
Bore fhe but.Palas Shield, or Phebus bowe :. 
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The Rape of PROSERPINE. 
Her gather'd garment faftned withaknot 
By fmoothett Jajper was ; and fhe was not 
Inferior to the Sifters nor their skill, 
For fhe could couzen Natures felfe (at will) 
With art, which neuer happ'lier was {howne, 
Then in the rare beftowing ofher combe, 
On thofe two golden fleeces, that adorne 
‘Her wel-fhap't head; where they fo eu'n were worn 
Thatnot the fineft thred in loome of Lawne 
Agreed, or could more equally be drawne : 
Th Imagery in filkes fo liuely wrought 
-On her loofe robe, might pleafe the very thought 
Of nice beholders ; who, when they fhould fee 
Thefe piGtures, and would iudge them butto bee, 
Inanimate dead trunkes, might Proferpene 
Pricke them buttongues, they’d {peake and be divine. 
The bults.fhe workt were of a goddefle breed, 
(Refembling Sunne and Moone Hyperions feed) 
But in their (hapes the.fathion’d different quite, 
Thefe two greatiCaptaines.of durora’nd Nights 
Such, as when Thetis (they but tender, young, 
‘Short breathed Infants) with a Nurfe-like fong 
Rock’t fleepe intotheir cradles, and doth take 
To herwarme lappe thofe fucklings when they wakes. . 
Tytaw thus weake: (in his minoritie) : 
Dimmelighted, and not clamber'd vp fo high 
(As now) with mounting wing; in which firft age 
Men fainie him mild, and free from fcorching rage 
Thus, feeble Tytaz,athisDammesrightfide _ 
Lay panting ; and as oftenas he cryd, 
(£or wantonneffe) fo ever and anon 


It fobb’s, and fpits a gentle fire, vpon 
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The Rapeof PROSERPINE, 


The louing Mother ; who to {till and refi, 
Turnesto his fiftér her left fide and breft - 

From whence, andat her Criftall dugge, the drinks 
That milke-fweet liquor, whil’ft her Site bethinks 
Him of the younglings : and the prettie Moone 
Viewes in the Mothers arme,, vnto her foone ; 

He ({porting) calls, the wayward babe,that fhowes 
With one eye turned vpward, that it knowes 
Nought butthe dugge and Theeis, all elfe {Cornes, 
Mockes him(kind father) with her little hornes. » 
Iniuch great pompe, glitt’ring attire,the went: - 
The Wades (on both fides of her Jbent 

In friendly troope, to wait and beare her traine, 
Compafle her round , each ftroue to be moft faine.. 
Thofe Nymphes Crymnifus, which thy fountaine cleere* 
And thine Pantagia (whofe {wift courfe doth beare, 
And headlong rowle downe rocks:)do famous make ° 
That Riuer too from whence Ge/a doth take 

The Cities name, and they (flow Camarine) 

Which in thofe fennie fhallow lakes of thine - 

Are nourithed ; thofe that in Cryftall brooke, - 

And ftreames of Arethufa, all forfooke 

Their loued homes; and to make full the fea 
Alphews {ends his Nymphes, and ’‘mongft the reft: 
That there attend in gratefull companie, 

None did excell the faireft Cyane. 

So Amazones in atriumphant band 


With floped fhields march through the foe-mans land : | 


When man-like braue Hyppolsta, with fpoyle - 
(From Aréox hill,laden with goods and toyle) 

_ Retires her {nowy troopes; then, when they fweate 
In bloud of yellow Seythians, or beate, 
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The Rapeopf PROSERPINE. _ 
And breake with (harpeftaxe the tougher Ice 


That ftops the current of fwift Tasats : 

So, the A4@onian Nymphes are wont to rife 

From Hermus, when their vs d folemnities 

They giue to Bacchus, on whofe feftiuall — 

Each, {euerally, and then, together, all 

Vpon their fathers gold fwolne bankes run mad, 
Frisking about : the aged river (glad) 

Sits in his denne, and as their want he viewes 

WVater in plenty from moift vrne renewes ; 

No fooner had flow’r-bearing Aetna fpid, 

And from his heatby top farre off defcrid 

The facred people; when milde Zepheras 

He forceth with entreates, and vrgeth thus: 

Thou grateful (witht forfather)ofthe Spring, 

That bout my medowes(with lafciuious wing) 
Fly’ft, and there reign’ft,that with perpetuall blaft 
Bedew ft the ground,mak ft it with frethnefle laf : 
Looke yonder, looke vpon thofe Nymphes that play 
( Mongft whom) the thund’rers plants to {port this day, 
Daigne midft my walkes ; be thou propitious, 
Be prefent with thy odoriferous ; 
Sweet flowt’s, now to their fulneffe blow them forth, 
Ripen the bloffomes and thofe {prouts of worth, 
That fertile Hybls may at length confefle 
(But enuic) that her fuitfulnefie is leffe. 

VVhat ener fents the drie Arabia | 
Breathes from her {pices on the morning grey; 
VVhat odours flatr ring fence Hydajpes fends 

From farre ; what ere the rare bird (that extends 
Her fight to fwartie Jrdeans (there can find | 


That (though fhe want a mate)can raife her kind 
; . From 
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The Rapeof PROSERPINE. 


From her owne death and afhes, and renewes 

Paft yeeres with youth : {weet Zéphirus infule 

The fummie and all into thefe veines, and blow 

With fulleft cheeks : cherith thefe fields, that fo 

I may deferue the touch dinine, and pure | 
Of goddeffe finger; and fo farre allure 

Thofe heau'nly pow’rs, they may be couetous 

To weare our flowry garlands on theirbrowes : 

Here Actna ftopt, when firaight the W eft-wind threw 

Shak’t (from his madid wings) a Neé#ar new 
On the dry turfes , and ioines the clefted earth, 

Begets in it a fecond fruitfull birth : 

Where e're he flies a Spring of Apri/fhow'rs 
-Followes ; the ground fwels vp with hearbs and flow'rs, 
“Which with theirload (the moifture quickly fpent) 
“Bend downe againe , and (fading) lofe their fent. 
“This place he clotheth with the bloud-bright Rofe, 

That, with young Hyacinthus, there beftowes 

The purple-painted (neere blacke) Violet. 

“What belt on Parthian King was euer fet 
In richer lemmes? what more varietie 
In fleeces {potted with 4//yrian dye? 

The Bird of Juso in his greateit pride, 

Shewes but dull eyes (with thefe faire colours tride: ) 
‘Not fo (when watrifh winter doth begin ) 

The Raine-bow crownes him with oft varying, 

‘When fireaking the pale Sunne with redder'fire (cleergs 

The moyfined tracke, through clouds difperc’tfhewes 
The place exceeds the flowers : fora plaine 
Here crooking fwels; there, feemes to rife againe 
Inhillockes foft, till, farther ic becomes 
A hill, where from a lively punice runs 
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The Rape of PROSERPINE. 


A bubling Spring,which growes into a Brooke, 
From which it’s moifture the dew'd grafle doth fuckes 
For(as the Snake-like ftreame winds in and out) 
It {nares the hearbes and flowrsround about: . 
The Woods coole leaues here ferne for fummers th 


ade 

(By whofe thicke boughes. VVinters cold froft’s allayd) ; 
Where growes the Firre, the hard trong Cherri 
For fhips, for bowes(in warre)that fittef} be: 
Toues loued Oke,young, and in vig rous hear, 
Theold, with lufcious hony-combes repleat : 
The mournfull Cyprefle couering fepulchre, 
And Bay prefaging Lawreltree grew there; | 
The thicke-topt,{preading, crifped Boxe, (whofe weight) 
Doth make it waue, and totter from it’s height: 

The Serpent-like flow Yuie, and the Elme pad 
Lac't-with the Vine, makesit with Grapes o're-whelme. 
A Lake which the sicdans; Pergusname;, 

Was neere at hand; and to adorne the fame, 

A rowe of well-plac’t trees begirt it round, 

Whofe filent water.(free from noyfe orfound).. - 

Looke’ pale, and fuffers. the beholders eyes 

(Vnhurt) to fearch the bottomes fecrefies. 

The traine be’ing here arriw’d th cy ioy and {pore 

To feethe Howry Country, to exhort, 
Thus,Cytherea,them begins: Come, come, 

Sifters, and gather.till the morning Sunne 

Drie the ayres{weat, whil’t yetmy Lucifer 

(Mounted on dewy Courfer) euery where: 

Waters the yellow fields: fo, hauing fpoke,. 

She firft began.to pluckea flow’t, firft rooke 

The badge of her old griefe; then each doth firiue 

And fall to worke; aswhen of Bees a Hine 
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The Rape of PROSERPINE. 
Snatches the fweets of Hyblas Tyme; or when 
Their Leaders with an Army (as ‘moneft men) 
Remoue their waxen tents: or, when they creepe 


From hollow Beeches wombe, and ({warming){weepe 
The duftie ayres when ({wolne with their cropt {tore) 


(Buzzing) they feeme to grumble yet for more. 

So they made hauocke of the flow’rs, and {poile 
OF all their glory, in a moments toyle. 

The Lilly to the darker Violet 

One tweaues; another-in her breft doth fer 

The foft-{weet ALartoram sa third muh goe 
Starre-deckt with Rofes; this in diffting fhowe 
Prankes vp her felfe with Priuet white, and thee 
They gather, and thy weeping Tragedie- 

(Poore Hyacinth) renew nor doe they {pare - 
Nareifsus (both of you now branches tare | 

Of the frefh fpring, and in your liues, the loyes 

Of Nature, two moft excellent {weet boyes) 

Thee thetiles errour ftrooke, but thee, thine ownes; 
When in the fountaine that felfe-loue was knowne: 
Apolls, with fad brow thy loffe laments; 

At thine Cephifvus broken reed relents : 

Proferpina, more greedy then the reft | 
(Moft hot vpon the {poile) culs out the beft, 

And ftuffes her Offer baskets full; that finile 

To fee their Miftris the,poore fields beguile 

Of their rich habit; the with garlands crownes 
Her temples (ignorant of fate) that frownes 

Vpon the wreath fhe weares (propheticall 

Swiftly fore-running the blacke Nuptiall) 

The warlike Goddeffe, her right hand,that fcowres 


The luftie troopes, that teares downe walls and towres, 
§ F 2 Giues 
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The Rape of PROSERPINE. 


Giues to an eafier taske ; layes by her fpeare 
Her glift'ring thield (ynus'd {uch toyes to beare- 
She teacheth now the garland to embrace, 
Her ftecle-topp't helmet {weeteft garlands grace : 
Nor fhe, that in Parthentan-Mountaines feekes 
With fore nos dfenters after chafe, diflikes: 
The fport, but herlicentious lockes keepes downey. 
And bridles them witha faire garland crowne: - 
Whil ft thus the fcatter'd Virgins pull the flow’rs, 
Behold a noyle’gan bellow,as if wo.tow'rs.. 
(Falling) had rufh’ttogether, or fome Fowne 
From it’s foundations firme had bin caftdowne, 
The caufe none geft, but Paphos goddeffe: fhe 
Was preinftructed in the myftery, ae 
And had this double paffion at her choyfe. 
To feare with them, but inwardly reioice : 
And now the reGorof the damm d, below: 
Through fecret windings buftlesto.and fro,. 
To find a.way to earth; firft doth he fetch 
A compaffe here and there; then. makes a breach ~- 
Aloft.; his foggy. Courferstrampleon 
Enceladus, that with their weight doth groane, 
(The Gyants huge vafte limbes cut by their wheeles): 
Addes to the former torments that hie feeles ;. 
And lab’ring, witha double yoke,in paine:- 
(For he beares Dé and Aetva now) wouldifaine 
Finde eales the wearie Serpents. (clinging) flay” 
Their axletree, the horfes force theirway;.> » ' 
And icudde along :(too fwift for them tooflacke) 
Their fiery wheeles flidefrom his fulph’rous backe.: 
And as theclofe befieger, by degrees 
Steales on his mu‘d vp foe, thatnought forefees;! 
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The Rape of PRO SERPINE. 


VVhil'ft he (by a laborious countermine 
And fecret) the mockt wals doth vndermine ; 
Whole firength and ftridter guard none now proteét, 
(The Conqurours entring, where they leaf expea) 
Like tothefe earth-borne men. Satarzes third heire 
Contriues a paflagevp to the VVorld’s aire 
His brothers Orbe, and giues his Steeds free reine © 
Searcheth through eu’ry corner: but (in vaine) | 
No gateappeares, huge heapes of rokces and ftones. ° 
Damme vp his paflage eu’ry where’; not-once - 
Difcou'ring light, as purpofély.to keepe * 
The god clofe pris’ner in thar dungeon deepes : 
But he (enrag'd) brook’t no delayes, and ftraight 
Aduanc’t his beamy {cepter, with whofe weight 
He breakes the Rocks; teares the refifting ground, 
The blow cays'd all sécélia’s Cauesrefound,, - 
And Rivers tore; th’adiacent Iflands fhake,.- 
Amazed ¥ulcane {uddaine flight doth-take,. - 
(Leauing his forge) the trem bling Cyclop’s hide’ 
Their fearefull heads, and caht Jones bolts-afides: : 
The poore cold dweller on fteepe Appenine, - 
And frozen paflengers, that flowly climbe - 
The hoary A/pes, amazed ftand, and-doubr. ° 
Of fome new broile’twixt Zone and Gyant rowt: 
Thofe that / along thy ftreames) with naked limbe “ 
Perpetuall trophie bearing Tyber, fwimme, 
And thofe that to thy current famous Po ae 
Launch out their little barkes, heard that greatblowe's: ° 
So when (on lower Plaines of The(alie) 
A fianding poole (by rockie Mountaines high 
Inclos’d) denies vnto the marifh ground 
Tillage; and pafture to the medowes drown'ds. - a 
B37 . Till - 
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The Rape of PROSERPINE. 


Tillangry Neptune with his Tridewts pikes, 
Pierceth high O//a, and cold Olympus ftrikes; 

WV hofe wounded fides opena paflage wide, 

At which th’imprifon’d waters (loos’ned lide, 

The Floods vnto the Sea,and drier land 

Reftored are, vito the Husbandman. 

No fooner was Earths knotty vaile vidone 

(By Plato) when Trinacria begun . 

To {pread her large and op'ning wombe; andnow 
A fuddaine fright, vpon the pallid brow 

Of heau’n appeares; the {tars vous d to ftray 

From their firft courfe, feeke an vncertaine way : 

The two celeftiall Beares that {hone fo bright 

In the forbidden Sea dath their dimme light. 

Lazy Boétes feare doth headlong caft, 
Oriontrembles, Atles flands aghaft ff 
Athels Iades neighing,whofe breath, mifty fteams 
Obfcure heau’ns face, and Phebus golden beams ; 
His radiant brightneffe in the beafts doth breed 





A fuddaine terror,for they vfe to feed 


Perpetually in darknefle : now by fits, 

Betwixt their teeth they catch the champed bits, 

And winding fidelong)their Coach beaine would turne 
Backward to hell , and Chaos to returnes © 

But when they oncethe Tarry whip perceiue 

Lath their blacke buttockes, quickly then they leaue 
Their ftrife; and (forc't to the new light) depart 

Swifter then winter floud, or Parthian Aart : 

The violence of Southerne ftormes is flowe 

To their quicke pace, that nimbleft thoughts outgoe : 
The reines grow hot with their ranke bloud, and breath 
Froin fornace of their noftrils fends pale death : 
| nto 
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The Rape of PROSER PINE. 


Into the purer ayre: their froth, vpon 
Th’vntroden fands leaues {trong infe@tion. 
The Nymphs all fled faue Proferpive s(who caught 
And fnatcht into the Chariot) befought 
The goddefles with fereaking loud for ayde; 
Pallas that viewes her(how fhe was betrayd) 
Difcouers Gor gons vifage 5 Delsa too 
To her reliefe haftens the horne-bent bowe : - 
Nor giue they way vnto their Vncle, for 
Joint Charitie incites them to this watre, 
Virginity in them and Proferpine 
(Alike)exafperates the fault and crime 
Of the bold rauifher; he keepes his way 
(Fearelefle :) as when the Lion makes a prey) sy) in 
On fome young Steere the beauty of the ftall | 
And herd, when with his pawes befmeared all. | ia 
In bloud, he dines into the naked brett 
Vatull his rau’nous hunger there fuppreR, 
Quarters out more, atlength his appetite if 
Quite flak’t (with ftaring gaze that would affright) li 
He carelefle ftands, fhaking his knotted maine - if 
(As ifthe Herdfmans threats hee did difdaine.)-. ie 
Thou ruler of the fluggith Orbe, thou work - ia 
(Quoth Pallas) of thy brothers; thouaccurft: - | 
What Furies with their whips and: brands profane | it 
| Haue moou'd thee? thar(thy kingdome left in vain) » 
Thou dar'ft pollute the earth : Away, begone: 
Chufe’mongft thy Dire a Companion 
Worthy thy bed; thy brotherskin edome leaue - 
And doe not others of theirlot bereaue : 
Backe to thy night, why mingleft thon the dead, 
To liners? why (a ftranger) doft thou tread 
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The Rape of PRO SERPINE. 


- Vpon our Globe ? She thus exclaimes, and wounds 
The horn-hoof'd fteeds (making thent keep their bounds 
~ With her oppofed fhield) they ftoppe, and fhee 
With vprear'd launce was readie to let flee 
Againft the Chariot, had not Heauens King 
(In figne of Truce) bow'd his red thundring Wing 
(Acknowledging his fonne)and fromaboue 
The gaping Clouds, doth Hymen reapproue 
Th’eternall Knot; and with their blazing light, 
His flames, are witnefles to Plates right: 
The Goddeffes forbore, Cinthia her Bow 
‘Vnbends, but addesthefe words vnto her woe. 
Be mindfull (ah farewell) the iuft refped 
Of father, hath deni'de vs to protec 
Thy perfon, nor can wee in armes withftand 
‘Him, that infli€s onvs. his dread command: 
Thy Sire is bent againft thee,thou muft goe 
“Vito thofe {alent people (there below;) 
(Alas poore Virgin) and fhalcncuer fee 
Thy fifters more, nor equall companic. 
What fate> what fortune from aboue thee beares 
(Dooming the fiarres vnto perpetuall teares) 
‘No more my Nets Chall’ bout Parthesian-Caue 
Be {pred, no more. will Imy Quiuer haue 
And now fecurely may the wilder Boare 
Foame, and the raging Lyon.freely roare= 
Taygetus and Arcadia fhall bewaile 
Thee; when my hunting them begins to faile, 
‘Sad Cynthws wiltbemoane thy deftinie, 
And Deffo's Oracle-muft filent be : 
AWhil fk thus fhe mournes, the wofull Preferpine 
(Her loofe haire fcatter’d tothe Southerne wind) 
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The Rape of PROSERPINE. 


(In {wift-drawne Chariot wringing her foft handé 
On forrow-beaten breft) thefe vaine demands 
_ Powr's againft heauen: why ?.ah why (quoth the) 
Didd’ft thou not (father)caft thy darts at me 

By hands of Cyclops made ? and notexpell 
Thy daughter hence in difmall fhades to dwell: 
No loue of father 2 could no pittie moue 

What fault of mine hath thus incenft great Zoge? 
When Phlegrarag’d in fuddainetumults , 

No Banner waued ’gainft their enemy, 

The godss nor then by ftrength of mine at all 

Did frofty’Olympus oncold Ofafall: — - 

‘What mifchiefe haue I pra@is'd? of what faule 
Made guilty? am I banifhtto hells Vaule, 

~Vafte op’ning iawes > happy, oh happy they, 
‘VVhom other Rauifhers haue made their prey, | 
And borne with them ! atleaftin their annoy ~ ia 
The common light, the Sun-fhine fuch enioy 
‘But I; Heau'n, Earth, Virginitie muft leaue, ; 
The Stygian king doth me offhamebereaue: ~ if 
‘Oh illlou'd flow'rs, mockt-Parents counfailes ill, 

‘Sad trialllearn’t (too late) of Vesus skill! 

My deareft Mother whether Lydian fong 

In Vale of ¢da, thee detaine thus long : 
‘Or, whether thou to Dyzdimus bee'ft gone 

To bloudy facrifice,there (looking on 

Cybels mad Priefts,that with their drawn {words roame 
_ About thofe hils : ) make hafte. anid quickly come 

To myreliefe: fuccour my franticke griefe, 
Hold in theloofe raines of this cruell thiefe. 
He at.thefe words, and feemely mourning .grew, 
A ftronger melting paffion torenew; 'f 
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The Rape of PRosERPINE. 
And with his footy garment dries her teares 
(Temp ring with mildeft voice her caufe-leffle feares +). 
Ceafe, fweeteft Proferpine, to vexe thy minde 
With vaine laments, a husband thou fhalé find’ 
Worthy thy loues know, we are Saturnes fonne, 

That overallthings beare dominion : 

Nor thinke that thou the gladfome day haft loft, 
Since we:of ftarres and purer light may boaft; 
VVhen thou th’ E/zian brightneffe thalt admire,. 

And happy foules free from tormenting fire, 

VVhere the more precious golden age doth keepe 

(In.an eternall quiet lul'd afleepe:) | | 
Where Zephirus, faire fldwr's of richett worth 
Breathes out (fuch as thy Acta ne’re brought forth) 
Where in the fhadie Groues a rich tree erowes, 





_ Whofe arched boughes the golden Apple fhews, | 


Thatconfecrate] to thee; and will ‘make: - 
A happie lafting Aucumne for thy fake: - 
Whate're the liquid ayre, what Aeolys:> 
Containes(my louely queene fhall bee for vs," 
Earth, Seasand Rivers, all that in them live, 

‘To thy:commands fhall their obeifance sie.’ 

The rich-clad purple kings fhall humbly fall 
Before thy-throne (mixt with the poore) for all’ 
Death equals; thou the guilty and vniuft °° 
Shalt iudge, with them, the Innocent and Tuft, 
Thofe fhal bewaile their-crimes,thefe fall be ble 
By thee , and fentinto eternall re: 

The Deftinies-vpon thy will {hall waite, 

And what thou ordereftbe held for fate 
{mmoueable : (this fayd) they now drew neere. 
Hell gates, he enter'd with vnufuall cheere. 
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The Rape of PROSERPINE. 
Like fhaken leaues in {apleffe Autumne catt, 
From trees to earth, by furious Southerne blaft, 
Or rainie drops ina thicke Cloud or fand, 

By broken waues.caft vp into the land: 

The damned foules in thronging multitude, 

To view their queene, boldly themfelues intrude : 
At entrance of his Lords great Phlegeton 

Arifeth, and:from boiling ftreames, vpon 

His briftled beard cafts moifture, and that face 
All on a flame: the Fiends,each to his place 

And feuerall office them addrefle; fome chufe 
To fet the Chariot vp,whil ft others loofe 
Th’vnharneft couples (turning them to graze 

On theirknowne paftures, blacke Coeytus layess 
Part decke the Palace with rich Tapiftrie 

(Set out with curious wrought Imagerie :) 

Part dreft the windowes with freth flow’rs s within, 
The Nuptiall bed , others with Cou'ringstrimme: 
Th Ekzian Matrons round begirt their queene 
In.a chafte troope (whofe tender forrowfeene 

By fweet words eas'd) they order herloofe haire, 

- And hide with flaming vaile the fhame-fac't faire 
The Region pale and bleak, wanne ghofts now free, 
Doe frolicke in triumphant iollity ; 

(Darke filence interrupted) loud they fing, 
And horrid peales with noyfe(vndaunted) ring 
Hels grones now ceaft, and (filth of vely night 
Difperc’t) he’s rarif'd with purer light: 

Minos no more cafts lotts; the foules condemn'd 

Oftheir dilated paines now findan end; | 

No lath refounds; Zxto# from his wheele 

Is loos'ned,and (refrefht) doth comfort feele:. , 

G2 | Poore 
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The Rape of PROSERPINE. 
Poore Tantalus the enuious water fippes, 
And taft’s the fruit erft mockt his thirfty lippes : 
Tytius vafte limbes arerayfed from the ground, 

¢ Where he nine Acres couer'd)and vnbound, 
(Therau’nous Vulture from his panting breft 
Diffolu’d)laments (as a forbidden gueft:) 

The Furies now forgetfull of their.rage, 

With fofteft notes,theirftriGt renenge aflwage, 
Huge goblets they prepare, and drinke a fill" 

Of wine, in which their monftrous locks they fwil;, 
To the Cera/fes powre carowles deepe, 

(Whil & with new light fill burning freth they keepe: 
The feftiuall fpent Torches:) now; you take 

A fafer flight over Auernus Lake 

(Then erft) you birds 5 (ftill wont to facrifice 

Your felues to vapours thicke that thence arife.) 
(Amfandus current {wift now ftopt) the noyfe 
Ceas't, boiling Acheron gan loud reoice, 

That his bot waves (turn’d to'a fountaine) ron 

Coole ftreames of milke; which, they had neuer done 
Tillnow ; And now Cocytas flourifhing 

(All clad in Yuie) offers to hells king 

A ftanding Poole, and of Lyeus flore, 

Of facred liquor. Atropos'forbore : 

“3 figne of triumph now) with cruell hand 


tfesthred to cut: at P/utos diré command 





* Death ftops hisprogrefle, now no teares are {pent, 


Nor Kindred, Kindréds Punerals lament: ‘ots 
The Sea-inian fcapes all ftormess the Souldier, he 
Securely fights (from fhot-and fharp pike frees) 
Free from contagion healthy. Cities are, . 

Free fiom the plagues of famine, fickneffe, warre + 
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The Rape of PROSERPINE. 


Old Charon crown'd with reedsbetwixt each fhore 
Keepes finging time with ftroke of idle Oare : 

The Ewning He/perus (defcending) fled 

Toth Orbes below : now to her Nuptiall bed 

The Virgin's brought, ftarre-painted night lookes on: 
As (witnefle) to the marriage: fhe, vpon 

Them both fhow'rs happy bleffings to enfue - 

From this eternall vnion, and a crew 

Of bleft E/zsan Saints thus {weerly fing, 

Prefaging notes to their faire Queene and King. 
Our Mother Jum, and of thundring Jone 

(Thou Sonne in lawe, and brother) may allloue - 
Beget foftreft-vnto youboths andknitc = 
Thofe mutuall neckes in yourembraces fit. - 

A profp'rous race growes toward now ; and glad © if 
Nature expedts more gods : oh may youadde ~ ia 
New deities, new pow'rsto hells affaires, - ‘i 
Make Ceres Grandam to your wifhed heires.. - 


Finis Libri Secundi. - 
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Joa The Argument of the Third Booke. 


loue calls 4 Synode of the gods, veneales 
Hes will: each of them, fecretly, conceales : 

_ The rape, from Ceres unto Phrigia gone, . | 
She dreames,returneth home(her loffe being keowne) 
Gaioft gods {h'exclatmes (enrag'd) the world about 
Searcheth with lights her daughter to find out. 
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| Hil ft hell thus triumphs, /wpiter aboue (moue,’ 
[\V: Commands Thavmantis ( girt with clowds to” 
And fummon vp the pow's of earth and feas, - 
(Clad all in red) the downeward flides,with cafe,» 
On Zephires wings; the gods, the Sea Nymphes all! 
And riuers, from their humid densdoth call: 
(‘Twixt feare and doubt they rowfe themfelues)but mufe” 
What new occafion, or what fuddaine'newes. ! 
Difturbes their quietreft; and (being come: 
To heauens ftarre-Chamber)each their proper roome 
And place prouided haue, with order fit 
In the firft ranke the gods Celeftiall fir - 
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The Rapeof PROSERPINE. 
And in the fecond, the Sea pow'rs are plac't, 

. Calme Nerens, and aged Phorcus,gract 

With comely hoarineffé;(next thefe; biform'd 

_ Glaucus was fet, and Proteus (yntransform’d) 

In his owne fhape : the ancient and great 

Riuers were honour'd witha feu'rallfeate ; 

But thoufand lefler Brookes (as was moft meet 

For youth) like common rowt ftood on their feet: 

The VVater-Nymphes,each,to her liquid Sire 
Leanes, and dumbe gazing Fawns, heau'ns {tars admire. 
Then the graue father from Ofmpus high — | 
Thus fpoke, and breathed forth this myfteries 
Atlength, the care of mans affaires, againe 

‘Solicites me, which, fince the lazie reigne 

Of idle Saturne long neglected were; | 

WV Vhen we perceiu’d how men fecure from feare, 

Lay fteep't and buri‘d in my fathers floth, 

Thento giue further fuffrance we were loth: 

But (willing to reforme thefame in part). 

Spurr d vp inuention,and gaue reinesto Art: 

Then were we pleafed thatth--vntilled field | 
(Leffe liberal) leffe tore of Graine fhould yeeld: 

That hony-in the woods more {carce fhould grow, 
And. wine no more'from {welling Fountainés flow: 
Not,that-we enutous were, . or bafely prone . 

To pois'nous malice ; but, when ouer-growne ~ 

‘V-Ve plenty faw, and eafefull ryot, blind. 

The light of reafon, to diflwade mankind >> 

VVe willing were; dull {pirits to reuine: “> 2 ~ 
That-each man might by his'owne labour liue, 

“That, fharpe ne¢eflity fhould then produce 

And bring forth arts(cobe brought ypby vie.) 
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The Rape of PROSERPINE. 
But Nature vrgeth vs (with fad-complaint) 
To eafe poore man (for fucha burden faint) 

And (hauing to my charge the Tyrantlayd) - 
VVith former golden age doth vs vpbrayd: 

She calls Jove, Mifer, fayes; thattheis franke, 
Exclaimes, that we, the fields with thiftles ranke 
And to growe barren, fuffer : that thé yeere 

Doth fruitlefle pafle. = h5? 

That fhe, (who vnto mortals long did vowe 

Fier felfe Kinde mother ) isturn’d Stepdame now, 
And thus proceeds: what boots it, wretched man 
To haue a foule (from heauen infus'd) that can 
Difcourfe and reafon,and his lofty head 

Lift vp ; ifhe like beafts a life muft lead, 
(VVandring with them in the wild woods,to get 
The fruit of Swinifh acorns for his meate ? 

Is this ({ayth fhe) to liue ? with firch diftaft 

The common mother vre'd, that we; at laft 
‘Contented were, fhe thus much fhould obtaine, 
That from Chaonian food herfonnes abftaine ; 

To which effe&, we folemnly decree: 

That,Ceres, ofher daughters Deftinie 
Witlefle(whonow with her curft Damme remaines, 
Lafhing th’Idean Lyons o’re thofe Plaines) 

With wailefull mourning fearch the world throughout, 
Till (hauing in th’ end of her pledge found out) 
In figne of her new ioy (for old griefe paft) 

Huge heapes of harueft the may from her caft, 
From golden Carre,and fpread ripe.cares of corne 
Vpon the fields by her blue Dragons borne, _ 
But lift, you gods; ifany here reueale 
The rape of Proferpine or not conceale 
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The Rape of PROSERPINE. 


The Rauifher from Ceres, I proteft 
A gen tall ruineto the peace and reft 
Of things ; (be hea fonne, or fifter fhe, 
Or wife of mine, or that deere daughter be | 
That from my brain-pan boafts her birth)(hal feele 
The ftroke of thunder and retien gefull fteele 
Of Gorgons fury :and though fhe mut live, 
(For deities dy¢ not) yet fhall fhe grieue 
To haue been borne ofheauen,and with for death.. 
Like punifhment my vengeance thall vofheath 
On any of you (Riuers) thar.withftand 
The fecrefie of this my fri command ; 
(By me firft wounded) him, my fonne inlawe 
Repunith fhall; thisforafacredlawe 
Eftablifh’t ftand : (this fayd) and paft for fate, 
The ftarres were fhak’t,and feate whereon he fate.: 
And now the apparitions of blacke night, 
And fearefull mifchiefe ceresdo affright:; 
Who (abfent from this Synode,aid fecure), 
To her ftill chought could fweetett ref procure ¢ 
Butnow each moment doth ingeminate 
Her doubtfull feares, and vgly night (as fate) 
Whilpets the fad mishap of Proferpines. 
Who, (in each dreame of hersfeemés to decline 
More from her priftine beings: eu'ry fleepe 
Of Ceres, her vext foule in cares doth fkeepe.: 
So fill the groanes in night, and when day.comes, 
Cold wonderment her {tupid fence benummees, 
Till nexe night's fantafies, in which; adart} 
One while (ber feemeth)to her daughtershéart 
Faftned appeares; and (asa horrid fight)” 
She loathes her garment chan ed from.chafter whites 
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The Rape of PROSERPINE. 
The trees that in her walkes fhe long did know 

Barren, nowfre(h (fhe thinkes)and fruitful growe: 

But one(amongft them all) the liked beft, 

Whofe fhametac’t leaues feru’d for a fhade in tet 

To Proferpive : the Bay tree that,the fees 

Cut from the root, and by {trange cruelties 

Of art, the bonghes lopt off; boughes, that abooud 

In frefhnefle,now ly wither'd on the ground, 

And (as fhe thought) of this great wickednefle 
Enquiring , wofull Driades expreffe | 

The lamentable Stories here (fay they ) 

The raging Fiends haue made a bloudy Fray 

VVith hellifhaxe; and layd the duft along 

Thy lawrell greene, freth feeling of it’s wrong. 

At length, all circumftances, all dif euife 

Vnmask'd, poore Ceres her ill fortune {pies 

In her owne child, that now her felfe appeares 

Her owne forc’t-meflenger, wet-vifage, cleeres 

All wau'ring doubts, which ¢ when the goddefle wakes ) 
She puts away, and on her, new griefe takes: 

For Proferpine appear’d, as if fhe feem’d 

Shut in clofe prifon, and her mother deem’d 

Her fetter'd with flrong fhackles, notas fhe 
VVasleft by her in fruitfull siclies 

Nor (as the goddeffés her found, when they 

In Actas rotie vallies her aftray 

Did leade, but now; thofe lockes the might behold 
(VVhilome furpaffing ambar and faire gold 

In brightnes) {quallid blacke;'the {parkling light 
Fire of hereyes;extinguitht is by night, 

A night of forrow, and that bluthing red 

Vpon her cheeke (exhauft with cold) growne dead. 
ii H2 The 
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The Rape of PROSERPINE, : 
The Rubjgs, ofher well grac’tlippes quite {pent, : 
And linBee.chen {now erft whiter, withthe fent 
And colour of hels pitch, defil'd, to view 3 

Of Ceres, were fo ftrange, the fearce her knew: — 

Yet, feeing her fo chan gd: gods! whata fight 

Is here (fayth the?) what bitter wofull plight? 

What fault? what punifhments are thefe> what face 2 
What macerated: monfter of difgrace 

Isthis? (fhe addes:) who thus hath pow’r (fhe cries) 
Hath pow’r thus much on ys to tyrannizep» 
Why beareft. thou thefe bonds, this chaine, vnfit 

For wild beafts? Doe thy foft armes merit it 2 

Art thou (quoth the) my child, ordreame I 5 artimine? 
VVhen the vex’t Image of poore Proferpine 

Reply'd with terrour; Mother,oh,thou blinde 

Mother ; oh thou to thy loft child vnkinde ! 

Could’ft thou (more cruell then the Lyons)whom - 
Thoukepr'ft in awe, folong thy commin ghome. 
Deferresand me that was thine only deare, 

Solong forget, was I defpis'd ether heare. a 
A dolefull truth, thatname of Proferpine 

So {weet to thee; fo lou’d, fo only thine, 

Only that name remaines : for, fee, behold 

VVhat punifhment, what bonds do me infold: 

But (cruell) thou in vprore with a fong 

Through Phrégian Cities hurr’ ft, and of wrong 

To me art witlefle; yet, if mothers brett 

Haue norquite left thee: if thou yet, of bleft. 

And holy Ceres bear fithename, letme 

Begge one booneat thy hands my diberty :) 

Carry me vp againe, but if too late 


Tftrive 'gainft Zone, and my prefixed fates 
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The Rape of PROSE PRINE. 


If backe I neuter muft returne; yet thou, 
Atleaft, with comfortable vifit now 
Come fee meezthus fhe fpake, and going about 
To ftretch her Hands, fhe could nothold them out, 
(So cloge’d with yr'ns) that (as fhe vanifht {hook : 
(At which noyfe) Ceres fearefully awoke, 
Glad, that the vifion had no trewer proud, 
But forry for the want of her below d ; 
Vp ftraight fhe gets in a diftracted mood, 
And to Cybele doth her griefes vnloade: 
No longer (facred Parent) can I ftay 
In Phrigéan ground ; the care callsmeaway — 
Of deareft child, fhe’s yet-a Girle and young, - 
Knowes not the danger of a flattring tongue: 
Her tender yeeres vito all hazard yet: ; bs 
Doc her expofe, nox do thofe buildings great - | @ 
And truftie, of the Cyclops , me aflure:. ig 
Each blaft of fame, doth make me leffe fecure © 
Of fafery (left fhe to the gods reueale - | 
My fecret houfe) nor can the Ifle conceale . 
My daughters being there/it beinga place | 
So famous) and withall th’apparent blaze &— 
Of Actua, and Enceladus deepe groanes ° | 
Cannot be hid, nor fileaced his moanes. ~ 
My boading dreames in fundry vncouth formes > | 
Prefage, and eu'ry dreame fends frefh alar’mes:”. 
Of doubts vnto me, my Propheticke thought - 
Still threatens, and hath ftill vpon me wrought. 
As often asthe crowneof goldeneares 
Falls from my head oft felfe, vp get my feares 
As oft, and ftirre the bloud that.on my brett - 


Standsina{weat, whilftI (perplext)norefE. 
| H “3 Can i 






+ . 
CS 
























The Rape of PROSERPINE. 
Can take : then ona fliddaine doe arife 
Two ftreames,that breake from my vawilling eyes, 

My rebell hand doth beate my trembling heart, 
VVhen I would touch my pipe (it {eemes)all Art 
And {weetneffe failes; that nothing doth remaine 
But the dead found, and (being in this vaine) 
My Tymbrel’s ftrokes,nought but fad founds forth fend; 
All things (I feare)my griefes to come portend : 
Delay is dangerous, {uch words / replyes 
Cybele) may they fruftrate mount the skies ; 
Jowe's not fo flacke : but (to her lateft end). 
VVith thunder, will be ready to defend 
His pledge; but thou thy iourney onward hafte, 
And backe returne, when thy falfe feare’s ore'paft: 
Ceres takes leaue, the Temple leaues,and fet _ 

-Vpon her Chariot) thinkes the Dragons yet 
Are dulland lazy, with her lath that rings 
In th‘ayre, belabours their alternate wings: 

Tow'rd Sécelie fhe driues amaine, and {cant 

O're Jda, but defpaires, fufpecs her want. 

As a poore bird (of tender young bereft, 

VVho tofome tree or lower hedge were left, 
Whil'ft fhe prepar'd them food; ener from whence 
Her flight the takes, a kind of troubled fence, 
Tender remorfe fhe hath :firft, left the wind . 
Her neft blowe downe; next, left {he empty find 

‘The fame (to men or Snakesa prey){o the, 

So Ceres when the faw the cuftodie 

Faile, and the watch-folke of her houfe all gone, 

The poftes broke vp, hinges eaft downe,vpon 

Her out-roomes defolate; with {uch a fight 
And vnexpeéted change, all ina fright 
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The Rape of PROSE PRINE, 


Her clothes the rent, and from her foft haire teares 
The fprigges and it; this madneffe dry'd her teares, 
Nor had the breath to fpeake ; but hauing fpent 
VVith trembling, all her {pirits (as fhe went 
Forward) the firft ftep was a {tumble fill, 
Yet on fhe goes, and with a madding will 
VVanders about, to view thefe emptic roomes: 
(As fhe from one into another comes) 
Ona diforder'd frame at length the lights, 
The worker well fhe knew, but poorely flights 
Th’imperfe& piece, for (the divine worke, fpy'd): 
She found, that the bold Spider had fupply'd 
VVith facrilegious webbe, that emptie {pace : 
Yet (he nor wept, nor griew’d; but kift the place 
And cloth vnfinifhed,vpon thofe threds | 
She {pends her dumbe complaints, and thinks fhe reades ° 
Her daughter, on thofe faces: ev'ry toy © 
Aboutthe fcatter’d roomes, doth fhe enioy 
And hugge for Proferpine : now the chaft couch 
And forlorne bed inuites herto approach, 
Which fluttifhly(vnmade)feemes to complaine’ ’ 
For want of the foft waight it did fuftaine. | 
Amaz'd fhe ftands, (ftrook dumbe, infuch diftrefle © - 
Like a poore Swaine, ot fimple Shepheardeffe, | 
(Whofe flocke, whil'ft fhe was farrefrom their reliefe:- 
To Africke Lyons rage, or cunning thiefe, 
Expos’d)too late can fhe returne, arid calls 
The beafts (in vaine) within their hurdle walls; 
So.Ceres: and in th’'vtmoft roome fhe {py'd 
Electra, Nurfe vnto her child, a tride 
Seruantof hers ; and ofthe Ocean (came. 
The moft kaowne ancient Nymph(from whence ve ; 
Like 









































The Rape of PROSERPINE. 
Like Ceres felfe, in goodneffe ; this was fhe 
That Proferpine from tender infancie 
Bore at her breft; and, till {he went alone, 
Was vs'd for {port, Zones thigh to fet her on. 
This her Companion was, her Guard fele@, 
Whom (next her Mother) fhe would moft refpect. 
When herthus Ceres found, rob’d of her truft, 

With hoarie lockes now {catter'd in the duft, 

(After a volley of loud fighes) the reines 

To griefe fhe loofens,and breathes out her paines: 
VVhat facke is this (faid fhe?) And are we giu’n 

A prey to Titaws hoaft? Reignes Jone in Heau'n ? 

(The Thund’rer liuing) who durft be fo bold? 
‘VVho durft commit this outrage, vncontrol'd ? 
‘Typheus, Alcyoneus, hauethefe | 
Broke from the Mountaines,giu’n their yoakt-necks eafe? 
Or hath my neighbour Actua, Exceladus 

Freed 2-Or my-houfehold gods, Briareus 

And featdeftroy’d? Ah,where art thou(my Deare} 
~ 'Thofe handmaids that attended on thee,where ? 
VVhere,where is Cyane ? what violence, 
My chanting Syress, hath remou'd you hence ? 
Is this your faith ? is this your loyaltie, 
To keepe anothers Pledge from danger free ? 
The poore Nurfe trembled, and her griefe gaue place 
_ To ftronger feare ; not to haue feene the face 
‘Of wofull Ceres, fhe would gladly’ haue dy'de: 
Sencelefle, amaz'd, awhile fhe.doth abide, 
(As loth the doubtfull mifchiefe to difclofe) » 

Wntill at length, difpenfing with her woes 

And paffions, thus fhe fpake : I would the mad 
And xaging Armie of the Gyants had 
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The Rapeof PRO'sSER PINE. 


Beene actors in this mifchiefe ; commonthings 
Doc lefle afte& vs, forrow that moft wrings — 
Is that which by our neereft friends is fought, 
And fuch isthine, for goddeffes haue wrought, 
Confpir'd thy ruine, nay (which leaft ofall ~~ 
Thou migh’th fafpe@) fitters, did caufe our fall: 
The trech'rous gods and woundes here behold 
-Ofenui ous kindred, that their bloods haue fold. 
Phlegra’gaintt heau'n wasne’re fo furious, 
As heau'n ‘gainft thee (all vnpropitious) 
Thy houfe a happy quiet did pofleffe, 
While the chafte Virgin neuer would expreffe. 
Athoughrof gadding, or {carce once beftowe 
Her dainty foote (one only ftep to goe 
‘Quer the threfhold) neither durft fhe make ~ 
A fally to the fields, freth ayreto take, ) 
So firi& fhe was to thy commands, fo bent 
To herlou’d worke: at which(though tyr'd and {pent) 
All the delight and folace the defir’d 
Was, from her Syrens fongsand notes admir d, 
I was her bofome friend, fhe wouldimpart 
_ ‘To me, the ioyes or forrowes of her heart; 
I was her bed-fellow, and to each fport 
(As a companion fhould I ftiltrefort:) 
Thus paft wefairely on, till ens came 
Drawne hither (doubefull) by what blaft offames 
And that fhe might the leffe fufpeGed be, 
Phebe and Palle are her companies 
"With cunning finiles, and fain’d embraces foft 
_ She often hugges thy daughter, and as oft 
The name of fifter iterates ; complaines, 
‘On her hard Mother: that fo much reftraines: 
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The Rape of PROSERPINE. 


Her,from wiht libertie; and thinkes it ftrange 

That thou abroad fo farre from home could range, 

And leaue her in this folitarie places _ : 

Farre from her fathers kingdome, that the face ~ 

Of heauen farce fhe fees: and (that which moft 

Doth pittie moue, her conuerfation loft : 

With kindred gods) the fimple Mayd gaue eare 

(Caught by this wily chat, and free from feare ) 

The goddeffes fhe makes herwelcome ghefts, 

Whom, with quaint cates and Neéfar ftore fhe feafts: 

The banquet done in fport and merriment: 

She wore Diana's tobe,andherbowe bent _ 

With tender finger drew's and fought to wield 

Mineruds golden head-piece, and huge fhield:. 

But Venus, ftraight, deceitfully’gan prayfe 

Actna's high top, and tothe skies to rayfe 

The Vallies flow’rs, and fomething her-admir’d, 

| Ofwhich, the wittingly ,witlefleenquird: — | 

© She could not thinke, or eafily beleeue eat 

| The Rofe,from allthofe frofts preferu'd,fhould lines: 

Or that the colder Months flaould there retaine 

The Summers graffe, all winterto remaine ; 

Nor, that the tender bloffomes of the Spring 

Are nip’t, by ang’ry Bootes bluftering: 

(Thus prayfing and:thus doubting) with defire. 

To fee the place her breft wasferon fire; ~~ 

Thy tender Virgins fraile, vnwary yeeres 

Made her confent to goc, t'encreafe my feares: 

What teares {pent I, to hinder her (in vaine? ) 

How itttle did my ntreaties (fruitlefle) gaine 

From her? that(nowrefolu’'dand confident) 

a fifters guard (together with therm went?) me 
3 nd 
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The Rape of PROSERPINE. 
And (alarge traine of Nymphs t’attend them feene 
Vnto the Medowes:cloth’d in lafting greene) 

With the firft morning light, when as the field 

Yet chill with dewe, heau’ns liquid iuice doth yeeld 
To banke of Violets ; they gather'd there 

The moyf¥ned flow'ts, that, with perle drops appeares 
‘But when the Sunne ‘grew to the mid-dayes height, 
The Pole was ceaz'd on, by vnlook’t-for night: 

The trembling Ifland then began to reele 

And nod (thak’t by the noyfe of Chariot wheele, 

‘Of horfes neighing) nor could itappeare 
(Whether the Coach-man Deaths fore-itinner were, 
-Or death herfelfe : ) the graffe and riuers great 
Were drid, the fields, ftraight burnt with parching heat: 
All things were blafted; there, the Priuet white —- 
Wefawe, the Rofe and Lilly alter’d quite 
From natiuefentand colour: eu'ry flow’ 
‘The peftilent contagion blaftetho're : 
And (as the hoarfe fell fteer&£manturn’d againe, 
With horrid out-cries of each beaft the raine) 
Backe with the hell-blacke Chariot returnes night, 

“And tothe World the day-reftored light 

Difcouers our fad loffe and heauineffe : 

For now no Proférpine, nor goddefies 

Were feenes for fhe dearefoule was raptaway, 
And they (that a@ performed) made no flay : 
Poote Cyane vpon the Meddow ground 

Strooke dead, with cold amazement next we founds 
And (as the lay) the garlandfiom her browe. 

We tooke, wioiefrefher flow’rs were wither'd now 

‘VVith the hot fleame: there each of vs enquires, 

And of our Miftris hap to know defires 
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The Rape of PRO SERPINE. 
Of her (who neereft was to the firccefle) 
Each of vs with vncertaine doubrfilneffe 
Demands the colour of the Steeds, and who 
The Coach-man was; but fhe (that melts in woe) 
Nothing replyes, of nothing vs refolues : 
But(metamorphos d) fecretly diflolues 
Her {elfe into a Fountaine ; that-foft haire 
Vpon her head, her feet newturned.are > 
Into a dew ; thofearmes diffufed growe 
In ftreains,thar(following our foot-fteps)o're-flow. 
Thereft fled, and our Mer-inayds with 1wift wing 
Trudge toPelors,and (for griefe) to fing, 
Since ,ceafe : and now (in ftead of melody) - 
Plagues they portend, and dire mortality; 
And their foft voices now ferue but tentice ’ 
Th’vnheedy Mariuer, that in a trice | 
(Anfwring their calls) finds his vnhappy ends 
Of allthy fervants, Palone vattend © | 
Thy forrowes line: Ceresin deepe futpence, 
(Foole that the was) hop’t that yet noveffence 
Was paft, and ftillto come.; but by and by 
That moode fhe changeth, and (with frryeyes i070 * 
Turn'din her head, her breft enrag’d) aboue> - 12: 
Vp to the gods the flings (with plaints to moue) » 
Asa fierce Tygreffe; when ler den’s forlorne ~ 
Of tender young, (by fearetull borfe-man borne)“ 
To Perfianking, madding) out ftrips the wind's 
(Difperfing allher rage, and fury blind 16 
In fhining fpots:)) atlengthfhe overtakes © +)! 
The Hunter, and with yawning wide mouth makes: 
Him leaue his prey; butin a thape of glafle 
He coozens the poore beaft; and fafe doth pafie - a 
: | | ni 
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The Rape of PROSERPINE, 
Onward his way : th’enraged Mother thus 
Throughout all-heauen ftormes : reftoreto vs 
Reftore, th exelaimes 5 ‘we are no wandring brood « 
Of fome bafe Riuer, nor P/ebcian blood 

Of Driades Howes from vs ; Saturne high 

Begot.me on the tow'ry Cybele : 

Where isthe priviledge of gods therv? where 

You gods , of thofe drad lawes the facredfeare ? 
What bootes a vertuous life, or what ? the faire = 
Title of good, if Cythereadare,. 

If {hameleflethe prefiime to fhewthatface’ 
(Voimask't by Lemsnéan nets, to her difgrace ? ) 2: 
That wholfome fleep, the couch, thofe twynings chafte 
Of her and AZars . made her thus bold at lat 

With me and mine : fince when (no maruaile) though 
Such deeds, and fuch bafe aGtions from her flowe : » 
But what ? are you turn'd Pandorefes your; 

Dianand Pail, that yetnever knew ~ 
What loft meant? Is your mayden lionour gone? 
Are your vowes chang’d, that thus you waited on © 
Venus and her bolde Ruffian ? (fuffice: ) » 

You both deferu’d the bloudy facrifice ” 

Of thirfly Scythian altar: ler me know © 

The reafon of your rages what mou'd you fo 
 'Gaintk Proferpme 2-did-the in word or thought“: 
Offend you euer, had the ever fought 
Texpell thee, Delia, from thy groues?ore’re - 

Did the, T7senia,thy ftrong armes beare. 

Or was fh’offenfiuesn her {peech ? or rude, » 

(Her felfe into your dances to intrude # ) 

Ohno: Ti/#acriawasher loued home, 

She neuer ftirr'd, neuer from thenee would roame: ae 
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The Rape of PRoSERPINE. 
But what auail'd fuch priuacie ? no day, 
No time, could keepe your enuious eyes away’ 

Thus fhe the goddeffes (that filent were, 7 
AAw'd by great /oue) blam’d with her fpeech feuere : 
(Silent) they nought would know, and no reliefe 
Could giue, but teares (fad Eccho’s to her griefe) 
VVhat fhould the doe? yet to another ftraine . 
She (falls)into intreaties mildagaine. 

Pardon (quoth thee) yee deities, if loue, 

If my too ftrong affeGtion,. did moue | 

A wretch to thofe extremes, that were vnfit ; 
Pardon ye Powr's diuine and pittie ic, : 

‘Looke, how} kneele; looke, how mine age doth bow 

‘Lowe at your feete : (thus proftrate) let me know 

(Only) the certainty of my fad fate, 

Themannerof my woes vnfortunate: 
(VVhat e're) let me butknowe it; I thall thinke, 
That fate (not mifchiefe) made my fortunes finke:s 

Let me but fee my daughter once: not? no? 

Shall I, the featch of mine owne bloud forgoe? 

But, feare not(whofoe're thou art: thy prey 

Safely enioy; I,to thy choyfe giue way. 

And ifthe Rauifher (you.goddefles) : 

Haue brib'd you, for your filence ? yet-confeffe, 

At leaft (Latoza)-thou, thou thattoo well, 

Lucina s name, and our great paines canfkt tells | 

That doubie birth, the twinnes (which thou didftbeare) 

VVell teftifie, how much the Joue and feare re 

Of children cofts vs 5 thou, full happyart 

In two, whil tT of one haue loft my part: 

‘So maift thou euer (to thy witht defire) 
Enioy thy yellow fonne and daughter deere. 
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The Rape of PROSE PRINE. 


The goddeffes (at thefe frefh plaint’s) no pow'r' 
Had, to refraine; but witha fecond fhow’r 

Of teares, they wafh’t their cheekes: poore remedie 
(She fayth) your weeping filence giuesto me: 

Ay me! they all are fled; why ftand’ft thou here ? 
VVhy ftay ft chou longer, and perceiu’ft not eleere, 
That heauen is arm’d againft thee ? rather hafte, 
Search eu'ry nooke of land,the Ocean vafte : . 

I will, and followthe diurnall Sunne 

(Vnwearid) with him in {wift courfeto runne, 
Through hidden wayes ; not an houre of reft, 

‘No fleepe fhall feyze vpon bis troubled breft, 

Till my loft pledge! finde : (whether her graue - 

Be dige’d by Theres in Iberian waue ; 

Or in the Red-Sea fhe intrenched be ) 

No place, nofecret corner fhall goe free : | 

Not frofty Rhenus, or Rphean cold, - | 

Nor heate of Zybsan{ands, fhall mewith-hold: | 

From ftriGeftfearch; and (till I find her our) » 

The vtmoftlimits will I prye throughout, 

OF Sout herne winde, and (for a further proofe) 

WV ill vifit Boreas in his fnowie roofe: 3 

Then, willl tread on 4t/a in the Weft; 

Next, with my flaming torches in the Eaft 

Hidafpes thines ; then looke vpon.me, Jone: - 

Looke, how this wandring vagamund fhallroue, - 
Through Townesand Countries: doe thou look on me, 
Thou Jamo; and in my deftruction, fee 

And reape thy full content: then, then, no more 
Grieve at this riuall (thy bafe husbands whore.) 
Infult yee proud gods at my fortimes mocke, 
Boaft your great triumph on poore Ceres flocke. ~ 
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The Rape of PROSERPINE. 
Thus {poke fhe, and from offthe lofty tops 
_Ofherknowne 4etaa downeward flid, to lop 
The branches from thofe trees that muft 
And guide her errant labours in the night: 
Neere tothe Riuer cis, ftood a Groue 
-(Whofe litde ftreames, in memorie of loue) 
Faire Galatea to the Sea prefers, : i 
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And oft there bathes the beautious limbes of hers: ~~” 


The trees grew thick here ; their intangled boughs 
On eurry fide fhadow high Aetna’s browes: 
Thither brought /upiter the captiu’d prey — 
‘Which, he (long fince)had got in Gyant firey: 
The wood grew proud of that Phlegrean broile, 
And vidtorie, cloath’d eu'ry tree with fpoile; 
Here, the vaft iawes , and each prodigious limbe 


‘OF Gyants hung , their heads, their faces grimme. — 


(Yet threatning) to thofe boughleffe trunks are fixt 
And faftned : (mong ft which) the bones are mixt, 
OF {catter’d Serpents, and theirrugged skinnes 
(Shrunk vp by thunder from their wither'd finnes:) 
No tree, here grew, that not preferu’d the fame, 
And of fome conquer'd Gyantbore a name. 
This, of degcons hundred hands, the fteele, 


NX 


(Whofe waight her crooked branches bent:)did feele 


That Cews Armes, this fhield of AZimas wore, 
A groaning fourth naked Opheom bore, 
And laft,a Firre tree (taller then the reft, 


For broad fhade-{preading leaues,’mongft all, the bef) 


‘The fmoakie Trophies of Exceladus 
‘Theirking, did load : the waight (fo ponderous) 
Had broke the body of that goodly tree 

(Did nota ftrong Oake prop with neere fupplie: 
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The Rapeof PROSERPINE. 


So facred was the feare and piety 

To this moft memorable groue, that free 
From leaft offence,the heavenly Trophies hung; | 
Nor durft rude thepheards ruftick pipe and fong 
Dyaw hither, their faint bleating flocks to fhades 
Nor Cyclop’s once with cruellaxe invade 

- The luftie Oake: when Poliphemus {pies 

This place, he from the facred fhadow flyes. 

But neither deity, nor reucrence 

Of zeale, religion of the place; from thence 

Long kept th'incenfed Ceres, whofe {trong arme 
VVith wheeling Sythe (to their lamented harme) 
Cuts downe the trunklefle bodies : (in this mood) 
Eu’n Jone fhe wounds; the Pine tree falls, nor ftood 
The fmoother Cedar, but doth proftrate fall, 

Here, fhe deftroies; there, leaues : and (laft of all) 
She lookes vpon her handy-worke, and viewes 

The mangled bodies (which ofthem to chufe 
Fir ft for her purpofe :) fo, the Marchants care 
Prouides (for fafety of his life and ware, 

VVhich he tranfports,to fome long voyage bent) 
(Gainft angry ftormes and tempefts prouident.) 
(Firft, the tall Cedar and hard Beech applyde 

To the maine maft and rudder,the Barkes guide) 
The fofter wood tothe light Oare he giues, 

And ftrongeft trees for moifture Keele contriues. 
Twoneighb’ring Cypreffes, there, lifton high 
Their tow'ring, vntouch’t heads (that kiffe the skie) 
Such two-on Jda’s toppe, fleete Ssrots 

Did never fee; Orentes, fuch (as thefe) 

Did neuer fprinkle with fwift {treames (that flow 
Vnto Apollo's Groue, where none fuch grow) 
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The Rapeof PROSERPINE. 
So equall in their heights and boughs efteem’d, 


So eu'n they grew, that brother-twins they feem’d s 
(Defpifing with their fellow-tops, the groue :) 
Thete,Ceres chofe for torches ; and would proue « 

Her ftubborn ftrength vpon them both; when(firft). 

Her armes fhe tuck’t, then folded vp her skirt ; - 

Next, with fharpe axe, the hewes alternately 

The two, (that on the ground ftraight groucling ly’ 
Alike, they fuffer’d in their fall) alike, 

Their locks they thed, the Fawns & wet Nymphs thricke:- 
(For griefe) to view their ruine (as they Jay) 

Shee lifts them vp, and beares with her away : 

(The loofe haire turn’d ouer her fhoulder) fhe 

Defcends from panting Mountaines fuddainely, (teare 
Through flames he goes , through craggy rockes doth. 
A paflage ; the parch’t fands (that skorne tu beare 

Her fteppes) the kickes. 

So,curs'd Ategera haftens the witht light 

Of fatall Yew trees, when fome horrid flight 

She praGifeth gaint Cadmus, Theban walls s 

Or, when her malice and pale veng’ance falls 

On poore Thyefts'an towne; darknefle and Fiends 

Make her a lane to paffe (as the defcends 

To Phlegcton) in whofe hot waues fhe dipp't 

The deadly lights, that with his flames were typ't § 

So, when the goddeffe was arriu’d at lafts 

At the Rockes feorching mouth, the from her catt 

The Cypreffes., into thofe iawes (her face 

Turn'd from the fmoake)now eu’ry hollowplace - 

Was fill'd, and the contraGed fire (with-drawne) . 

Kept in the flames, and ftopt their wauing yawne: — 
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The Rape of PROSERPINE. 
The Mountaine rumbles, A4Zulcéber ’ gan ftriue 
(Halfe choak’t) thimprifon’d vapours to relieve: 
When, loe; the berry-bearing Cyprefle leaues 

Did thine, and fulphure mixt(that to them cleaues) 
Made the boughs crackle, and high Aetza raife 
His old flames higher by this new-come blaze. 
Then tooke {he vp the fire-brands (whofe dimme light 
Left it should faile her in the tedious flight) 

She nointed with the iuice that Phaeton 

His Steeds; and liquor that the Moone, vpon 

Her Heifers, fprinkles. Now foft reft doth creepe 
On mortall browes, their eye-lids folds in fleepe: 
Whil & she( with griefe-torne heart vpon her way 
And progreffe) fomething thus ther felfe would fay:: 
Fall little did I thinke (while thou wert mine) 

To looke thee with thefelights(my Proferp/ses) 
Lou’d Mothers wishes, feruent ftrong defire 

Of marrige bed, and holy Nuptiall fire 

Were my delights : and oh! how I did long, 

In heau’ntohearethe Saffron Hymens fong. 

But Lachefis (that makes no difference 
*Twixt men and gods) would not with me difpence: 
How honour'd was I lately, how ador'd 

By Suters great, that me for thee implor'd ? 

What Mother (though she ne’re fo fruitful were) 
But thought me happier then her felfe (to beare 
Bun thee alone) my firft , my lateftioy: 

By thee my barrenneffe did fruit enioy : 

By thee was I a goddeffe (deifi'd) | 
(Whil'f thou my glory wer't, thy Mothers pride:) 

I neuer vnto Jwxo inferior was 


(Whil’ thou had’ft being fquallid now and bafe) 
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The Rape of PROSERPINE. 
Gramercié, Jove: but why give] a part 


























To him? (my felfe the caufer of my fnarr) 


“Twas, twas cruell I; now] difclofe 

My carelefneffe, thar thee, to bufic foes 

Forfaken, left : whil tI (fecurely glad): 

Frisk’t to the noyfe of Bacchus daunces(madde) 

And with the found of ratling armes(vnkind) 
(Whil ft chou wert rapt)the Phrigian Lion ioin'd 

To the fwift Chariot ; but behold (my {weet) - 

The punithment for thefe deferuings meet. 
Lookeon the gaping wounds vpon my face, 

The redsturn’d furrowes, thar my breft deface ; 

My wombe(vnmindfull) that it thee had borne, 
Looke, how by frequent ftrokes ’tis rent and torne 
Where thalk Ifeeke thee , in which heauen aboue 2. 
Vnder what Clymate here, on earth do’ moue ? 

WV hat guide, whattracke fhallleade me? (might know 
But in what kind of Chariotthou didft goe, | 
Where the damn’d thiefe doth liue, in earth orfeas? } 
The print of the fwift wheeles my fight would pleafe. | 


IT goe,I goe,where my faint plants fhall guide, 


Whether blind chance: forrow, like this betide: 
Diona (all forfaken) may fhe looke: 

For herloft Vesus. 

Shallitbe lawfill; willfome Deftinie 

Giue way(my.child)that once more I may fee, 
Once moré embrace thee ? doth that beauty reigne. 
Vpon thy cheekes, and frefhneffe fill remaine ? 
Or fhall I hap (vnhappy) to behold 

Thee fuch,as nightand dreams haue oft foretold? 
Thus fayd fhe ; and the firft {tep the aduanc’t 
From Atm, on the flow'rs to light, fhe chance’: ° 


Thofe 
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The Rape of PROSER PINE, | 
hofe flowr’s, thatto her griefe, her daughters fate 
NM eve confcious: fhe detefts with curfing hate 
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hole, andthe place (made prinie to the rape:) ({hape, 

Then (through confusd pathes) fhe her courfe doth 

Pryes through the fields with blazing light, and lowe 
h’inclines the brands (all comfortlefle) in woe, 

With teares the bathes her cheekes : teares,that abound: 

(Producing fighes and groanes, that with their found * 

Ring in thayre and woods) the flaming light 

Now {preds on farre, whofe fhadow in calme night 

Swimmes on the Seas; the blaze of it doth flie 

To Lybian coaft, and bankes of Italy ; 

Th’Etrufcaz {hore was bright and cleerly feene, 

And (from th inflamed Seas) the.S#rtes thine. 

Next vnto Scila’s dennes fhe goes, the light 

Vnutuall, thofe mad dogges did afitight: 

VVbI'ft (fome aftonifht) filent were (the reft 

More hardy) bark't at their vnwelcome gueft. 
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Finis Libri Terti. 
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